
Theodore Roosevelt is said to have
coined the phrase, “Comparison is 

the thief of joy.” I’ve found this to be 
true. Comparing yourself to others can 
rob you of your passion for wood-
working. It can stifle creativity. When 
focusing on the accomplishments of 
others, we tend to disregard our own, 
and dwelling on how you measure up 
can be a downward spiral to frustra-
tion and self-doubt. Still, it has its uses.

Comparison itself isn’t all bad. It’s 
one way we humans find our place 
in the world. With it, we can discover 
our interests and talents. This self-
evaluation can lay the groundwork 
for improvement and even spark 
change in our lives. What’s more, 
looking up to fellow craftspeople 
can be inspiring, especially while 
working to make your own mark.

That’s one reason why the staff here 
appreciates the vast spectrum of talent 
and style exhibited in Reader Show-
case (p. 10). Inspired readers reach-
ing for more sparked the four-legged 
stool on page 42 as well as the vintage 
toolbox on page 32. To round out the 
issue, we feature a two-paneled serving 
tray with dovetailed handles (p. 28), a 
soap dish with a unique design (p. 51), 
and a chip-carved board for stamp-
ing pasta (p. 21). If you’ve never taken 

the plunge into chip carving, check 
out how to get started on page 24.

Learning to sidestep the comparison 
pitfall is one skill most woodworkers 
could stand to hone. Woodworking 
is a personal thing; a journey to be 
appreciated. At the end of said journey, 
though, you should be proud of your 
work while aspiring to do better next 
time. Resist the impulse for unneces-
sary comparison. Instead, try compet-
ing with yourself using past projects 
as benchmarks. Then take pleasure in 
watching your skills grow and being 
part of such a rich and diverse craft.

The woodworking world is not some 
exclusive club, nor is it a competition. 
Instead it is a community of folks anx-
ious to exchange ideas and celebrate 
the material we all love. Allowing the 
work of others to lift you up rather 
than bring you down will lead to better 
woodworking overall. Not only for 
you, but the community at large. A 
rising tide, if you will. This refocused 
worldview may well bring more joy 
into your shop and everywhere else. n
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Safety First! Working wood can be dangerous. Always make 
shop safety your first priority by reading and following the 
recommendations of your machine owner’s manuals, using 
appropriate guards and safety devices, and maintaining all 
your tools properly. Use adequate sight and hearing protection. 
Please note that for purposes of illustrative clarity, guards and 
other safety devices may be removed from tools shown in 
photographs and illustrations in this publication.

The trap of comparison
We love hearing from readers! And there are all 

kinds of reasons to get in touch with the crew at 

Woodcraft Magazine. Check out the details below.

General information: 
4420 Emerson Ave., Suite A 

P.O. Box 7020 

Parkersburg, WV 26102 

800-542-9125

Share a slick tip to win cash or a prize. 
Here’s your chance to help someone become 

a better woodworker and get rewarded for the 

effort. Published tips become the 

property of Woodcraft Magazine.

Email us at tips@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “Tips & Tricks” in the subject line or visit 

woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on Contact.

Important: Please include your phone number, 

as an editor may need to call you if your 

trick is considered for publication.

Have a tough woodworking question? 
We’ll do our best to find the expert and provide the 

answer. Email us at editor@woodcraftmagazine.com 

and put “Expert Answers” in the subject line.

News & Views: 
This catch-all column is where we do our best 

to correct mistakes, publish feedback from readers, 

and share other noteworthy news items. It’s easy to 

participate in this discussion. Just email us at 

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “N&V” in the subject line.

Submit an article idea: 
Do you have a story idea? We’d love to hear about it. 

To find out how to submit an article, email us at 

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and put 

“Submission” in the subject line.

Share photos of your projects: 
We’d like to see what you’re building. To show off your 

work send your photos to editor@woodcraftmagazine.com, 

or find us on social media.

Share your ideas.
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