
One who enjoys learning about
woodworking as much as I do, being 

employed at a woodworking publication 
is a real treat. I’m in a fortunate position 
to absorb information from a knowl-
edgeable, talented readership, a stable 
of expert contributors, and of course, 
the best staff in the business. One such 
staff member is Paul Anthony, the 
magazine’s most senior editor. He has 
not only consistently fed my insatiable 
appetite for woodworking knowledge 
through the years, but he also taught 
me the value of good work and what 
it really takes to produce that work. 
After over a decade with the magazine, 
Paul is retiring. This is his last issue.

Paul started working with Woodcraft 
in 2010, but his career began nearly 
50 years ago. He ran his own custom 
woodworking business in California for 
20 years before moving to Pennsylvania 
in 1994 to join American Woodworker 
magazine. When the publication was 
sold a few years later, Paul immediately 
began working as a freelance woodwork-
ing photojournalist. During that time, 
his writing and photos graced the pages 
of all the major woodworking maga-
zines. He has also written three books 
on the subject, edited a dozen more, 
and has been featured in a number of 
instructional videos. In addition to his 

journalistic commissions, he has taught 
woodworking classes around the country.

For his final duties with us, Paul 
expertly designed and documented 
the build of a Parsons-inspired table 
(p. 32). There, you’ll find a sensible 
approach to flattening large panels using 
a belt sander, as well as other reliable 
shop-proven practices. Technique-filled 
projects by the rest of the staff continue 
on page 46, with a bowl turned on three 
axes by Ken Burton, a cleverly designed 
bowed wall shelf by Derek Richmond 
(p. 19), and a pair of my own shop 
ponies, which provide a great platform 
for practicing joinery techniques (p. 40). 
Finally, try out sharpening your 
hand tools by plugging in (p. 25).

I’ve already learned a few things from 
Paul’s replacement: Baltimore-based 
furniture maker Sarah Marriage. (Learn 
more about Sarah on page 6.) I’m look-
ing forward to my continued education 
working alongside Sarah and the rest of 
the capable crew at Woodcraft Magazine. 
Together, we’ll no doubt produce a fresh 
mix of projects and techniques to learn 
from. Stay tuned. Paul will surely keep 
in touch, and you may find his work on 
these pages in the future. But for now, 
here’s to my mentor, my friend, Paul 
Anthony. Happy retirement, pal. ■
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Safety First! Working wood can be dangerous. Always make 
shop safety your first priority by reading and following the 
recommendations of your machine owner’s manuals, using 
appropriate guards and safety devices, and maintaining all 
your tools properly. Use adequate sight and hearing protection. 
Please note that for purposes of illustrative clarity, guards and 
other safety devices may be removed from tools shown in 
photographs and illustrations in this publication.

Saying goodbye, saying hello
We love hearing from readers! And there are all 

kinds of reasons to get in touch with the crew at 

Woodcraft Magazine. Check out the details below.

General information: 
4420 Emerson Ave., Suite A 

P.O. Box 7020 

Parkersburg, WV 26102 

800-542-9125

Share a slick tip to win cash or a prize. 
Here’s your chance to help someone become 

a better woodworker and get rewarded for the 

effort. Published tips become the 

property of Woodcraft Magazine.

Email us at tips@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “Tips & Tricks” in the subject line or visit 

woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on Contact.

Important: Please include your phone number, 

as an editor may need to call you if your 

trick is considered for publication.

Have a tough woodworking question? 
We’ll do our best to find the expert and provide the 

answer. Email us at editor@woodcraftmagazine.com 

and put “Expert Answers” in the subject line.

News & Views: 
This catch-all column is where we do our best 

to correct mistakes, publish feedback from readers, 

and share other noteworthy news items. It’s easy to 

participate in this discussion. Just email us at 

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “N&V” in the subject line.

Submit an article idea: 
Do you have a story idea? We’d love to hear about it. 

To find out how to submit an article, email us at 

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and put 

“Submission” in the subject line.

Share photos of your projects: 
We’d like to see what you’re building. To show off your 

work send your photos to editor@woodcraftmagazine.com, 

or find us on social media.

Share your ideas.
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