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Whenever I have to drill a hole in a 
cabinet wall or other vertical surface, it’s 
often important to make sure the hole is 
square to the surface. When maneuvering 
the drill for this, it’s pretty easy to sight 
square side-to-side. However, sighting for 
up-and-down is awkward at best. To help, 
I attach a small spirit level vial, often sold 
as a bullet, torpedo, or line level to the top 
of my drill using hot-melt glue or double-
faced tape. Just make sure to locate the vial 
so that it reads level when the bit is level. 
—Joe Pestana,  
Stoneham, Massachusetts 

Drilling on the level Attach bullet level with double-
faced tape or hot-melt glue.

The winner of next issue’s Top Tip 
award will receive a Woodcraft 
Gift Card worth $250. All others 
will receive $125 for a published 
illustrated tip, or $75 for a non-
illustrated tip. Published tips become 
the property of Woodcraft Magazine.

Send your ideas to:
Tips & Tricks  
Woodcraft Magazine 
P.O. Box 7020  
Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020
-or-
visit woodcraftmagazine.com  
and click on “Contact”.
Important: Please include your 
phone number, as an editor 
may need to contact you.

Share a Slick Tip.  
Win Cash or a Prize!
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I find that quick-grip clamps 
have lots of other uses besides 
holding workpieces together. 
The strong, deep jaws and long 
bar on such a clamp makes it a 
great levered wrench of a sort 
for loosening everything from 
jar lids to blanks stuck on the 
lathe. These clamps are just 
as useful in the same fashion 
around the home and garage for 
wrenching plumbing fittings, oil 
filters, and many other stubborn 
parts of different sizes and 
shapes. To top it all off, I recently 
discovered that clamping one 
to an exposed wall stud makes 
a great paper towel holder! 
—Richard Entwhistle, 
Highland Lakes, New Jersey

Multi-purpose clamping
Clamp handle provides great 
leverage for loosening jar lids.

Clamp bar becomes ad-hoc 
paper towel holder.
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Glue squeeze-out at panel 
intersections can be difficult to 
clean up. If you wipe it up with a 
wet rag, you risk dragging diluted 
glue into the wood grain, where 
it will resist finish. Scraping it up 
with a putty knife or other tool can 
be a similarly messy proposition. 
Try this instead: Nip the end off of 
a plastic soda straw at a 45° angle 
and use it to scoop up the wet glue. 
The sharp tip targets the corner, 
while the edges hug the walls, 
neatly forcing the glue up into the 
tube. Once you’ve gotten rid of the 
majority of the squeezeout this way, 
a follow-up swipe with a clean, wet 
rag takes care of any residual glue. 
—Kat Nash, Richmond, VA

Straw glue-scoop
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Cut tip of plastic soda straw 
at a 45° angle to scoop 
up glue at intersections.
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Effective glue-ups often require using 
clamping cauls to pull joints home, 
especially when assembling casework. But 
holding long cauls in place while trying to 
clamp them down can be octopus work, 
especially on vertical surfaces. Since I don’t 
have extra arms, I use double-faced tape to 
do the job. It works great, but do yourself a 
favor and apply wide cellophane (packing) 
tape to your workpiece first, especially if it’s 
plywood. Otherwise, you may tear off the 
top veneer when removing the cauls. n
—Chad McClung, editor-in-chief

Taping your cauls

Go to woodcraftmagazine.com for 
job description and details on how to apply.

NOW HIRING!

This is a fully remote (WFH) position.

FULL-TIME
STAFF EDITOR

We’re looking for a well-rounded 

woodworker with good communication 

skills to join our team.

Double-faced tape holds 
caul in place on vertical 
surfaces for clamping.

Caul spreads clamping 
pressure across joint.

Underlying cellophane tape 
allows easy, clean removal 
of caul after assembly.
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