
Better Doweling
Traditional dowel joints have fallen out of favor for 
good reason. They are inherently weak in cross-grain 
installations due to minimal long-grain-to-long-grain 
mating glue surfaces. Miller Dowel Co. compensates for 
this problem with their unique stepped dowels. The fat 
end of the dowel provides the same sort of mechanical 
advantage that a nail or screw head does. This affords 
better purchase in the cross-grain joint member, 
while the skinny end offers a lot of long-grain contact 
for the connecting long-grain member. The center 
sections of the dowel are ribbed to better hold glue. 

Installation is simple. First drill a hole through the out-
side of the joint using a special, U.S.-made stepped drill 
bit. Then brush glue on the dowel and insert it, which is 
easily done due to the stepped shape. A few final taps will 
fully seat it, locking the adjoining pieces together. The 
main disadvantage is that the end of the installed dowel 
needs to be sanded and finished. That said, Miller dowels 

provide a great fix for broken wooden chairs and other 
items. The dowels are available in three sizes and four 
species of wood, including birch, oak, cherry, and walnut. 
—Ken Burton

MillerDowel.com Joinery Kits
From $24.99-$34.99
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The temporary fastener that hides its tracks
Many woodworking operations require temporarily 
fastening things together in a way that allows harm-free 
detachment. That’s where double-faced tape rolls to the 
rescue. You can use it to attach templates to workpieces 
for pattern-routing and to secure workpieces to jigs and 
fixtures. It’s a great way to temporarily affix auxiliary faces, 
stop blocks, and hold-downs onto fences and machine 
tables. Need a quick zero-clearance top for your router table 
or table saw? Just tape a plywood panel to the top and then 
raise the cutter through it. Have a lot of identical parts to 
bandsaw? Tape them together and gang-saw them. Want 
a quick mock-up of a project to assess proportions? Stick 
the parts together. The tape will fasten turning blocks to 
faceplates and perform lots of other tricks just not thought 
of yet. And the beautiful thing about the stuff is that it won’t 
mar your work like screws or other mechanical fasteners.

Double-faced tape is available in assorted widths 
and in paper, cloth, or plastic form. (See p. 62) It’s 

worth checking out the various types to see what 
performs best for the work you᾿re doing. It cer-
tainly won’t go to waste in any active shop. ■
—Paul Anthony

SpecTape - Double Sided Tape, 1" x 36 Yards
#15D28, $21.49
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