
A charming oak chifforobe has 
graced my family for three genera-

tions, storing all sorts of household 
things and even surviving a couple 
of cross-country moves. It’s not the 
most beautiful furniture piece, and it 
has more sentimental than monetary 
value, but it’s sturdy and handmade. 
This tall 2-in-1 cabinet consists of a 
short chest of drawers joined side-by-
side to a wardrobe that sits behind a 
mirrored frame-and-panel door. In 
recent years, it has served as a catch-
all in a corner of the dining room. A 
few weeks ago, my wife and I decided 
to revive the piece and relocate it to 
the bedroom, where it would resume 
its intended purpose. But to restore 
it, we had to get it to the garage shop.

To prepare, we removed the draw-
ers, locked its door, and cleared a wide 
path from the dining room through the 
kitchen, out the back door, across the 
driveway, and into the garage. There, 
we spent the day scrubbing every nook 
and cranny and applying a few coats of 
restorative finish. The chifforobe shined 
like new, and we basked in the glow of 
a job well done. But before calling it a 
day, we decided to deliver the rejuve-
nated piece to its new spot in the house.

We plotted the same cleared path 
in reverse. As we tilted and lifted 

the piece, I had just enough time to 
wonder: Did we lock the door?. Just 
then, the door flung open, smashing 
my thumb, splitting the stile at the 
hinge, and crashing the mirror to the 
shop floor. Aside from our pride, there 
were no serious injuries. But suddenly, I 
had three repair jobs—the mirror, the 
door, and my freshly flattened thumb.

As the well-worn “measure twice, 
cut once” maxim implies, we should 
have checked the lock again before 
picking up the piece. Or better still, 
we could have removed the door 
and reinstalled it once the case was 
in place. And rather than pressing 
on while tired, we could have left it 
in the garage overnight, giving our-
selves a break. Instead, we learned 
a couple of lessons the hard way: 

“Rushing a project rarely saves time” 
and “Don’t work when you’re tired.”

While that job may not have been 
particularly well planned, you’ll 
find plenty of attention paid to the 
details on the pages ahead. What-
ever you take on, remember to plan 
wisely, build well, and learn from 
life’s little lessons. Now excuse me 
while I go replace my band-aid. ■
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Safety First! Working wood can be dangerous. Always make 
shop safety your first priority by reading and following the 
recommendations of your machine owner’s manuals, using 
appropriate guards and safety devices, and maintaining all 
your tools properly. Use adequate sight and hearing protection. 
Please note that for purposes of illustrative clarity, guards and 
other safety devices may be removed from tools shown in 
photographs and illustrations in this publication.

Lessons Learned
We love hearing from readers! And there are all 

kinds of reasons to get in touch with the crew at 

Woodcraft Magazine. Check out the details below.

General information: 
4420 Emerson Ave., Suite A 

P.O. Box 7020 

Parkersburg, WV 26102 

800-542-9125

Share a slick tip to win cash or a prize. 
Here’s your chance to help someone become 

a better woodworker and get rewarded for the 

effort. Published tips become the 

property of Woodcraft Magazine.

Email us at tips@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “Tips & Tricks” in the subject line or visit 

woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on Contact.

Important: Please include your phone number, 

as an editor may need to call you if your 

trick is considered for publication.

Have a tough woodworking question? 
We’ll do our best to find the expert and provide the 

answer. Email us at editor@woodcraftmagazine.com 

and put “Expert Answers” in the subject line.

News & Views: 
This catch-all column is where we do our best 

to correct mistakes, publish feedback from readers, 

and share other noteworthy news items. It’s easy to 

participate in this discussion. Just email us at 

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “N&V” in the subject line.

Submit an article idea: 
Do you have a story idea? We’d love to hear about it. 

To find out how to submit an article, email us at 

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and put 

“Submission” in the subject line.

Share photos of your projects: 
We’d like to see what you’re building. To show off your 

work send your photos to editor@woodcraftmagazine.com, 

or find us on social media.

Share your ideas.
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