
Well-behaved bench dogs
Conventional bench dogs are usually outfitted with 
sprung metal or wood strips to hold them in place at 
your desired working height. They work well enough 
at an inch or so above the benchtop, but lack bite when 
standing tall to hold higher work. This dog relies on 
1/4-20 × 1/2" nylon-tipped set screws (available at 
McMaster-Carr.com; item # 94115A537) to keep it 
precisely where you want it, even when projecting 4" 
above the work surface. To make a good dog like this, saw 
your stock from a dense hardwood like maple, sizing its 
body to suit your benchtop’s dog holes. Then drill a series 
of 3/16"-diameter holes through the back of the dog (there’s 
no need to tap them). Drive the screws through until 
their nylon tips protrude from the opposite face and bear 
lightly against the inside of the dog hole. It will then sit 
where you want it to without further commands to “stay!” 
—Andy Rae, Asheville, North Carolina 

Tips & TricksTips & Tricks

Illustrations: Christopher Mills

Drill 3⁄16"  
through-hole 
for screw.

Size dog body to suit 
bench dog holes.

Nylon-tipped 
set screw

Use Allen wrench to 
adjust screw so that 
nylon tip projects 
at front of dog. 

11⁄4"

2"

2"

9"

2°

1⁄4"

18





Tips & TricksTips & Tricks

20

Precision plunging
I’ve found that the depth 
gauges on some plunge 
routers are tricky to read. 
For the kind of precision 
needed when routing inlay 
recesses, for example, I use 
as a depth gauge a drill bit 
whose diameter matches my 
desired depth of cut. With 
the router bit zeroed out 
on the workpiece surface, 
I trap the drill bit between 
the router’s turret and its 
adjustable depth rod, and 
then lock the rod. Remove 
the drill bit, and go to work, 
plunging with precision.
—William Keith, 
San Diego, California

Lock depth rod 
against bit.

Use drill bit as spacer 
to set up depth of cut. 
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Here’s your chance to help someone 
become a better woodworker and 
get rewarded for the effort. The 
winner of next issue’s Top Tip award 
will receive a Woodcraft Gift Card 
worth $250. All others will receive 
$125 for a published illustrated 
tip, or $75 for a non-illustrated 
tip. Published tips become the 
property of Woodcraft Magazine.

Send your ideas to:
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft Magazine, 
P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, 
WV 26102-7020

-or-
visit woodcraftmagazine.com, and 
click on “Contact”. 
 
Important: Please include your 
phone number, as an editor may 
need to call you if your trick is 
considered for publication.

Share a Slick Tip.
Win Cash or a Prize!

Roundabout scribing 
When installing wall cabinets some time back, 
I needed to scribe a face frame to fit against 
an irregular wall surface, but couldn’t find the 
compass I normally use for the job. Fortunately, 
I remembered that an old finish carpenter once 
showed me how to scribe using regular flat 
washers, which I happened to have in my toolbox. 
Here’s how it works: With the cabinet braced plumb 
and level, and with the face frame abutting the 
wall as closely as possible, select a washer whose 
ring width approximates the widest section of 
the remaining gap. Pressing the washer against 
the face frame and the wall, insert a pencil tip in 
the washer hole as shown, and drag it the length 
of the area to be trimmed to create your 
scribe line. Cut to the line, check your 
fit, and repeat if necessary, using a 
smaller washer to refine the fit.
—Mark Latimer, 
Florissant, Missouri 
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Drilling on the level
A recent job required drilling a couple 
of large holes in the walls of an installed 
cabinet to accept the ends of a large dowel 
rod. For the rod to span the two holes, 
they both needed to be horizontal in order 
to align with each other. Unfortunately, 
it’s hard to gauge level with a spade bit, 
which is the tool I had for the job. After 
some head-scratching, I realized that I 
could employ the same sort of balancing 
principle used by a toy I had as a child. I 
strung together a couple of washers, which 
I then hung from the shank of the bit as 
shown. When drilling, the shank-hung 
washer would “walk” as a result of any drill 
tilt, providing a great leveling gauge. The 
side-to-side perpendicularity wasn’t too 
difficult to maintain, gauging it by eye with 
the help of a small square placed nearby. 
—Bill Shapwell, Fargo, North Dakota n 

Lower washer serves 
as a stabilizer. 

Large flat washer will 
remain in place when 
spinning drill shank is level.
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