
Afew years ago, my wife, two teen-
age daughters, and I drove across 

the country and back in sixteen days. 
No, we’re not crazy. We witnessed 
magni� cent landscapes and kitschy 
Americana at its � nest. As we traveled 
Route 66 west through New Mexico, 
we detoured to TinkerTown. � is 
wonderful, whimsical folk-art museum 
features twenty-two rooms packed 
with amazing miniature wood-carved 
� gures, many animated at the push 
of a button. On our epic road trip, 
nothing captured my imagination as 
much as the fantastical carvings of 
TinkerTown creator Ross Ward. If you 
� nd yourself in the area, journey north 
o�  I-40, and enjoy the playful carved 
� gures as they dance, perform circus 
acts, and gamble in a rowdy saloon.

My family and I pressed on through 
California, visiting San Jose to feast our 
eyes on an architectural spectacle like 
no other. Built in 1884, the beautiful, 
but bizarre Winchester Mystery House 
features some of the � nest cra� sman-
ship I’ve ever seen. � e heir to the ri� e 
fortune, Mrs. Sarah Winchester had at 
her disposal the most skilled carpen-
ters of the day. Under her direction, 
these talented tradesmen constructed 
an eccentric mansion � lled with 
labyrinthine pathways, doors that lead 

nowhere, windows in the � oor, two-
inch high steps, and upside-down posts.

Of the many marvels my family 
experienced on that trip, I chose 
to share these two because of their 
connection to woodworking and to 
whet your appetite for � e Wharton 
Esherick Museum. Contributor Rob 
Spiece leads us through the art-
ist’s home-turned-museum in all its 
delightful detail (p. 44). Along with 
great projects, techniques, and prod-
ucts, we here at the magazine hope 
to inspire you with fun destinations 
for woodworkers. � is is vacation 
season, a� er all. On the pages ahead, 
we also pro� le a woodworker inspired 
by ax handles (p. 8) and share some 
of woodworking’s rich history in our 
Famous Furniture department (p. 60).

Building projects and practicing 
techniques will improve your shop 
skills. But you can really advance your 
abilities by tapping into the creativ-
ity of your fellow woodworker and 
studying the work of those who came 
before. One of the best things about 
woodworking is the enjoyment we 
get from learning from others and 
sharing our own knowledge and ideas. 
So dig in, learn, and get inspired. �
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Safety First! Working wood can be dangerous. Always make 
shop safety your fi rst priority by reading and following the 
recommendations of your machine owner’s manuals, using 
appropriate guards and safety devices, and maintaining all 
your tools properly. Use adequate sight and hearing protection. 
Please note that for purposes of illustrative clarity, guards and 
other safety devices may be removed from tools shown in 
photographs and illustrations in this publication.

Inspiration Highway

So dig in, learn, and get inspired. 

We love hearing from readers! And there are all 

kinds of reasons to get in touch with the crew at 

Woodcraft Magazine. Check out the details below.

General information:
4420 Emerson Ave., Suite A

P.O. Box 7020

Parkersburg, WV 26102

800-542-9125

Share a slick tip to win cash or a prize.
Here’s your chance to help someone become

a better woodworker and get rewarded for the

effort. The winner of next issue’s Top Tip award

will receive a Woodcraft Gift Card worth $250.

All others will receive $125 for a published illustrated 

tip or $75 for a non-illustrated tip. Published tips 

become the property of Woodcraft Magazine.

Email us at tips@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “Tips & Tricks” in the subject line or visit 

woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on Contact.

Important: Please include your phone number, 

as an editor may need to call you if your 

trick is considered for publication.

Have a tough woodworking question?
We’ll do our best to find the expert and provide the 

answer. Email us at editor@woodcraftmagazine.com

and put “Expert Answers” in the subject line.

News & Views:
This catch-all column is where we do our best

to correct mistakes, publish feedback from readers, 

and share other noteworthy news items. It’s easy to 

participate in this discussion. Just email us at

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and 

put “N&V” in the subject line. 

Submit an article idea:
Do you have a story idea? We’d love to hear about it.

To find out how to submit an article, email us at

editor@woodcraftmagazine.com and put 

“Submission” in the subject line.

Share photos of your projects:
We’d like to see what you’re building. To show off your 

work send your photos to editor@woodcraftmagazine.com,

or find us on social media.

Share your ideas.
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Send in now to get

2 Years for $29.99!
Projects, Techniques and Products

  Dovetail a case
  Divide a cabinet into 
compartments

  Create a cornice

  4 more projects
  Famous furniture

And learn how to…

Plus…

Best-ever
LUMBER RACK

DECORATIVE FINISHES 
Done Right

Build Better
with a CUT LIST

SPICE BOX
Build this 
classic
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