Tips & Tricks

Small strip ripping tips
My instrument making often involves
ripping very narrow strips of wood for use
as bindings and inlay, among other things.
I find that the safest way to cut these tiny
strips is on the bandsaw, using a low profile
fence. This allows setting the blade guides
very low to keep the blade on track and
prevent deflection. For a fence, I use a selfclamping aluminum straightedge, which is
quick to set up, and which can be angled
as much as five degrees or so if necessary
to accommodate blade drift. Using a 6 TPI
blade, I can accurately rip strips as narrow
as 1/32". When doing this, just make sure
to tape a thin underlying piece of wood to
the saw table to serve as a zero-clearance
throat to prevent your rippings from
disappearing down the saw’s throat.
—Bil Mitchell, Riegelsville, Pennsylvania
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Tape sacrificial
underlayment to table
as zero-clearance.

6 TPI blade
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PLYWOOD TALL FENCE
(Size to suit saw and work.)

Clamp access slots.

Sliding tall fence
The “Ripping knife-edge bevels” tip
in issue #82 compelled me to share
this sliding tall fence jig that I use
for similar circumstances. However,
in addition to serving as a carrier
for ripping knife-edge bevels on
smaller boards, it makes a great
tall fence for vertically supporting
work to saw beveled edges for
door panels and traditional solid
wood drawer bottoms. The fixture
straddles the fence for stability and
includes slots for clamp access.
Size and slot the unit to suit your
work, making the saddle section
fit your fence snugly enough to
slide easily but without slop.
—Russ Svendsen, Olean, New York
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REINFORCEMENT BAR
min. 11⁄2" sq.
SADDLE
(Size to suit rip fence.)
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Router parking pad
I designed this fixture as a place to park
a router in use. It protects the installed
bit and provides easy access to collet
wrenches and additional bits. Built to the
dimensions shown, the larger pad will
accommodate most mid-size and large
routers, but size your unit to suit your
machines. The smaller pad accepts trim
routers and other small machines with
bases up to about 5" in diameter. Make
the 2-tier pad assembly first, joining the
parts with dadoes. Then position the
smallest router you’ll use in each section
in turn, and mark the location of each bit
centerpoint. Drill a 1"-dia. hole at each of
those points, and cut out the pads where
shown using a jigsaw. After kerfing
and drilling the base for the wrenches
and bits, screw it to the pad assembly.
—Joe Hurst, senior editor
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⁄4 × 3 × 61⁄2"

FULL-SIZED PAD
⁄2 × 61⁄2 × 9"

1" dia.

3

1

TRIMMER PAD
⁄2 × 61⁄2 × 63⁄4"

1

⁄4"

1

60°
1"

2"

BASE
3
⁄4 × 61⁄2 × 22"

⁄4 × 3 × 8"

3

Note: All dadoes
1
⁄2" W × 1⁄4" D
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Glue leather to
both blocks.

Leather-faced
outward drawer stop
An outward drawer stop prevents content spills
while still allowing intentional drawer removal.
Here’s a clever version of an outward stop that’s
unobtrusive and simple to make. It consists of
two blocks of wood, each mitered to 20° at one
end, and glued to a scrap of leather that serves
as a hinge of sorts. One block is screwed to the
case partition above the drawer, while its partner
is free to drop down and butt against the inside
face of a withdrawn drawer back. When installing
a stop, center it across the width of the opening,
and make sure to locate it far enough back to clear
the drawer front. Alternatively, for a frameless
opening with no space above the drawer, notch
the drawer back to clear the stop. To remove the
drawer, simply reach inside and lift the pivoting
block out of the way of the drawer back.
—Andy Rae, Asheville, North Carolina
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PIVOTING BLOCK
1
⁄4 × 1 × 11⁄2"

FIXED BLOCK
⁄4 × 1 × 11⁄2"

1

20°

Screw stop to partition above
drawer, with miters to rear.
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Fine-tuning
sled runners
When making a table saw sled, there’s often a bit of final
fussing with the wooden runners to ensure that the sled
slides easily but without side-to-side play. This usually
involves selectively sanding, scraping, or planing away
any deviant sections on the runners. I’ve found that
the best way to target the problem areas is to first scrub
a wide-lead carpenter’s pencil across the shoulders of
the saw table slots to load them with graphite. Then,
pushing the sled back and forth transfers the graphite
to the errant spots for easy identification. ■
—Mark Bannon, Denver, Colorado

Share a Slick Tip. Win Cash or a Prize!

Here’s your chance to help someone become
a better woodworker and get rewarded for the effort. The
winner of next issue’s Top Tip award will receive a Woodcraft
Gift Card worth $250. All others will receive $125 for a
published illustrated tip, or $75 for a non-illustrated tip.
Published tips become the property of Woodcraft Magazine.
Send your ideas to:
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft Magazine,
P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020
-orvisit woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on “Contact”.
Important: Please include your phone number, as an editor
may need to call you if your trick is considered for publication.
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