
Istarted scroll sawing in 1971 with a Delta machine 
that had a primitive spring mechanism on the top 

of the blade. Thankfully, things have come a long 
way. Suzy and I both enjoy using our new King scroll 
saw. The King 16" model has all the features we love. 
Tool-free blade changing works like a charm. And 
with an easy-to-move upper arm that locks in the up 
position, you’ve got features that save time and trouble. 
That’s a huge help when setting up for pierced cuts.

Having grown used to a jumpy old saw, the smooth-
running King makes us feel like royalty. We like the 
easy access speed control. We learned the hard way 
to use proper speed settings when working with 
delicate blades. With the King saw, it’s easy to dial 
down the speed so thin blades don’t break. The King’s 
solid parallel arms keep the blade straight, reducing 
deflection, allowing smoother, burn-free cuts. You 
have to tilt the table to make beveled cuts on most 
scroll saws. But on the King, the head tilts, keeping 
your work flat. That’s one of our favorite features.

Astute scrollers will notice that the King closely 
resembles the General International Excalibur scroll saw. 
That’s because the original manufacturer produces the 
King using the same design, components, and motor. 
But improvements like a built-in 21/2" chute for dust 
collector hook-up and dust holes in the table make this 
saw special. At $600, the King saw is a great choice for 
professionals and hobbyists alike. Add the optional stand 
and foot pedal for the perfect scroll sawing setup.
—Tester, Scott Phillips

Hot New Tools

A familiar face 
with new skills
King Industrial 16" Scroll Saw

Overview
• 16" scroll saw $599.99
• Variable-speed (1,550-4,000 strokes/min)
• Large 12 × 181⁄2" stationary table
• Head tilts 30° to left, 45° to right
• Built-in dust blower system
• 21⁄2" dust chute
• Tool-free blade change system

onlineEXTRA
See the saw in action on our website.

See the Buyer’s Guide on page 66 for ordering and pricing information.
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The final, precise 
steps to complete a 

woodworking project 
are often preceded by 
tasks that require aggressive cleaning, shaping, and sand-
ing. If you’d welcome a way to get through this rough work 
more quickly, Porter-Cable’s Restorer tool might be just 
the ticket. This portable drum sander is lighter and more 
compact than a belt sander, offering greater maneuverabil-
ity with less arm fatigue. And because it can spin a variety 
of abrasives, it’s got impressive versatility. With the right 
drum or sleeve, you can clean a slab’s live edge, remove 
paint from reclaimed lumber, erase rust from metal, clear 
grit from rough-sawn boards, wire-brush wood to create 
a distressed effect, and more. While the Restorer can’t flat-
ten a surface like a belt sander, it more than makes up for 
this limitation by doing plenty of other “dirty” jobs that 
would take a long time to accomplish by other methods.

A tool like this requires effective dust collection, and the 
Restorer didn’t disappoint. The base model comes with a few 
sanding sleeves and will set you back about $100. But for $50 
more, you get additional sanding sleeves, medium and coarse 

synthetic abra-
sive sleeves, and 
a rust and paint 
remover wheel 
to tame even 
more surfaces 
in and out of 
your shop.  n
—Tester, 
Bob Poling

Handle the rough stuff
Porter-Cable Restorer Tool 

Tips & TricksHot New Tools

Overview
• Base model $99.99
• 3"-dia, 4"-wide roller
• Variable-speed with locking switch
• Built-in dust port
• Use to buff, sand, grind, polish, or clean 

wood, metal, masonry, and fiberglass.

Photos: Doug Loyer16
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