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Making beautiful music
Please thank Dave Boyt for sharing his Mountain 
Dulcimer (#80, Dec/Jan 2018). As you can see, I 
took some artistic licenses, but the project turned 
out great. Now I just have to learn how to play it.
—Mike Dunn, Columbus, Ohio

Author/builder Dave Boyt replies:
Th at is one nice looking instrument! Adding 
your own touches to my basic plans was 
exactly what I hoped builders would do.

Learning to play is part of the fun. To get started, I 
suggest that you pick a simple tune and try strumming 
the top pair of strings to follow the melody, and let 
the others strings drone. Once you’ve fi gured out 
the tune, try adding some background chords.

For more detailed instruction, I suggest treating 
yourself to Jean Ritchie’s Traditional Mountain Dulcimer book and CD set (amazon.com).
You’ll fi nd great info online, such as Bing Futch’s “Dulcimerican” series on YouTube, 
and Homespun (homespun.com). I also found an online forum for dulcimer enthusiasts 
(everythingdulcimer.com). I’m sure that they’d welcome your photos in their builder’s section.

“Sudden oak death,” a pathogen that has killed 
millions of oak and tanoak trees in California’s 
coastal forests since 1995, has offi  cially reached 
“Phase 3" epidemic levels. According to the 
report in the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, eradication is no longer possible.

Th e killer is a waterborne and airborne 
mold (Phytophthora ramorum) that infects 
trees and causes trunks to crack open and 
bleed sap. Although some trees seem immune 
to the pathogen, millions of acres have 
already been aff ected. By 2030, the tree-killer 
is expected to cover 5,400 square miles.

Removing infected trees and planting 
disease-resistant species can help contain 
the disease but unless a cure can be found, 
California must live with the disease’s impacts, 
which include increased risk of forest fi res.

Bad news for 
California oaks
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More about the mortiser
I really liked the li� -top co� ee table project 
that appeared in issue #79 (Oct/Nov 2017), 
but I am particularly interested in the shop-
built mortising jig that employs Micro Jig’s new 
MATCHFIT clamps. I suppose that I could use 
the photos to create my own version, but a little 
advice or sketch would be a real time saver.
—Stanley C. Pearse, via the internet

Consulting Editor Tim Snyder responds:
Th anks for writing. Considering that I used 
my jig not only for mortising, but also to 
support the rails when routing the decorative 
beads, it deserved a better treatment. 

I had planned to take some photos; 
however, I’m sorry to say that my puppy 
borrowed the jig for use as a teething aid. 
Hopefully, this sketch, and few additional 
construction notes, will suffi  ce.

Size your jig to suit. My long-ish version 
(32") enabled my jig to support boards 
when routing the edges of longer boards, in 
addition to serving as a mortising platform. 
Make the top of the jig at least 3" wide to 
provide good support for your router. Th e 
spacing of the dovetailed channels is up to 
you, but you should position them at least 
1" away from the edge, or else the clamp 
pressure could split the plywood. (I routed 
the grooves in two passes, starting with a 
¼  " straight bit, then a 14° dovetail bit.)

Assemble the jig in stages. I recommend 
completing the clamp board fi rst. Th en, 
fasten it to the base, and add braces every 
8". Attach the top last, making sure that 
its outer edge is straight and smooth (to 
work with your router’s edge guide) and 
that it is parallel to the face of your clamp 
board. Keep the base open at the jig ends 
so you can clamp it to the workbench.

For the record, I’ve found that the 
MATCHFIT clamps are very useful 
for other applications too.
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Advice for a would-be woodworker
I’m interested in becoming a woodworker, but I’m at the very beginning of my learning curve. 
Do you know of any good courses in my area? I’d appreciate any advice you can o� er.
—Erasmo Calderon, San Antonio, Texas

Tim Snyder replies:
Th anks for reaching out to us. Th e world can’t have too many woodworkers; 
I’m glad you’re aiming to learn more about this area of craft smanship. 
Here are a few ideas that might help you get started:

• Make friends with the folks at your local Woodcraft  store. (To fi nd a nearby store,
go to: woodcra� .com/store_locations.) Th ere you should be able to 
make some new friends with similar interests, get free advice about 
tools, and perhaps take a few classes to build your skills. 

• Read about it. Find a library or a used bookstore that has a selection of 
carpentry, woodworking and home-improvement books, and dig in.

• Start your tool collection. Don’t forget to invest in eye, ear, and respiratory protection. 
• Start making some sawdust. Take on some basic projects. Learn from your mistakes. 
• More than anything else: enjoy the journey. 

One day, I’m sure that you’ll have a chance to pass on your 
knowledge to another aspiring craft sman.  �
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