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Camera phone tripod mount
A camera phone makes it easy to photograph your 
completed projects before they slip the shop and your 
memory. It also allows you to record videos of complicated 
jig setups and hard-to-remember procedures, making 
the job easier the next time. I find that using a tripod 
helps enormously, especially when including hands-
at-work to help demonstrate a technique. To mount 
my phone, I cobbled together the unit shown. To make 
one yourself, size the pieces and locate the lens port to 
suit your particular model. Epoxy a 1/4-20 T-nut in the 
bottom piece to connect to a typical tripod head.
—Lee Wimbs, Greensboro, North Carolina 
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Here’s your chance to help someone become a better woodworker and get rewarded 
for the effort. The winner of next issue’s Top Tip award will receive a Woodcraft Gift 
Card worth $250. All others will receive $125 for a published illustrated tip, or $75 
for a non-illustrated tip. Published tips become the property of Woodcraft Magazine.

Send your ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020

or visit woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on “Contact”.

Important: Please include your phone number, as an editor may 
need to call you if your trick is considered for publication.

Share a Slick Tip. Win Cash or a Prize!

A helper post
When working wood, task lighting is indispensable for really 
seeing what you’re doing, especially with older eyes. Strong, 
well-positioned light is critical for peering into a router base 
opening, seeing cutlines, and taking accurate measurements, 
among other things. I also find that a strong light raking 
across a work surface in a dimmed shop makes defects really 
pop out for effective smoothing. To allow perfect positioning 
of a lamp, I use a simple free-standing post to which I can fix 
a clamp light at any height. It’s just a 2×2 with a base made of 
scrap plywood panels. I also outfitted it with cup hooks and 
plywood brackets to support cords and dust collection hoses.
—Paul Anthony, senior editor
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Deburring tool 
Sometimes a tool from one 
craft works well for another. I’ve 
found that a hand deburring tool, 
used to clean up rough edges in 
metalwork, has great applications 
in the woodshop. The tool’s sharp 
cutter rotates freely in its handle 
and cuts a small chamfer on edges 
and corners. In metalworking, 
it’s used to remove burrs caused 
by the cutting tool, and can serve 
essentially the same purpose in 
woodworking, removing exit 
tearout from mortises or holes, 
and quickly scraping away rough 
edges on shop plastics and metals. 
Hand deburring tools can be 
purchased online from places like 
mscdirect.com or amazon.com.  n
—Dan Martin, Galena, Ohio
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