Tips & Tricks

Adjustable drawer stop
A traditional method for creating drawer stops for inset drawers
is to glue two small blocks of wood—one on each side—to the
front rail of the drawer’s supporting web frame. The tricky part
is aligning the stops perfectly so that the drawer front face sits
precisely flush with the cabinet face. A typical approach is to first
measure back from the front edge of the rail on the web frame, Case
side
and scribe a line at the location of the rear face of the drawer
front. Wipe glue on the stops, set them a bit forward of your
line, and then carefully install the drawer, aligning it perfectly
with the case front. Make sure to remove the drawer before the
glue sets to prevent any squeeze-out from locking it in place.
Unfortunately, the blocks can slip out of alignment during
installation. My failsafe trick? I cut a small rabbet in my stop
material, and install each stopblock with the rabbeted face
forward, as shown. Then, if the drawer front sits a bit proud
of the case after the glue sets, a swipe or two with a shoulder
plane across the stop is all it takes to cleanly line things up.
Alternatively, I can glue on a sliver of veneer to pack out a
recessed stop, planing it perfect afterward if necessary.
—Mario Rodriguez, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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Drill press base platform
I prefer a benchtop drill press because of the storage
capacity and mobility a wheeled cabinet beneath it provides.
However, it annoys me that the area under the machine
tends to be such an unusable mess, especially when every
bit of staging space in my small shop is precious. The
awkwardly shaped machine base doesn’t serve well as a
platform, and just attracts shop detritus. My solution was
to outfit the cabinet top with a platform that covers the
machine base and provides a useful surface. To create
it, I simply screwed together a frame of the appropriate
height around the edges of the cabinet, and then topped
the frame with twin panels, scribing and sawing out a
cutaway to accommodate the machine post. Do not glue
the parts in place, as you’ll want to remove them someday.
(p.s.: The platform makes a great hiding place. Sh-h-h-h.)
—Anthony Fisher, Sebastopol, California
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Workbench outrigger
In order to mount a swing arm lamp at my bench without drilling
holes in my benchtop, I decided to attach an outrigger made up
of two pieces of 3/4" scrap plywood glued together. Extending the
lower piece by a couple of inches allowed screwing the unit to the
underside of my bench, while the 5 × 18" cantilevered section offers
various light-mounting locations. As a bonus, I quickly realized that
the outrigger can also house my various bench dogs, bench clamps,
and hold-downs in suitably sized holes. Because the outrigger sits
below the bench surface, the accessories are within easy reach
without interfering with work underway on the benchtop. They
also don’t end up buried in shavings and sawdust, as do items in the
bench’s tool till. Of course, the design is ripe for modifications such
as adding a rare-earth magnet, or slots for chisels and squares. n
—Joe Hurst, senior editor
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Share a Slick Tip. Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to help someone become a better woodworker and get rewarded
for the effort. The winner of next issue’s Top Tip award will receive a Woodcraft Gift
Card worth $250. All others will receive $125 for a published illustrated tip, or $75
for a non-illustrated tip. Published tips become the property of Woodcraft Magazine.
Send your ideas to:
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020
or visit woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on “Contact”.
Important: Please include your phone number, as an editor may
need to call you if your trick is considered for publication.
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