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Tips & Tricks

I use a lot of pliers, nippers, 
wire cutters, and other “twin-
handled” tools at my bench. 
To keep them sorted out and 
at-the-ready, I took a tip from 
my electrician dad and created 
a rack for them on my bench 
wall using conduit clips. These 
inexpensive, commonly available 
saddle-shaped metal clamps, or 
“straps,” are typically used to 
surface-mount electrical conduit. 
Available in various sizes, they’re 
perfect for holding one handle of 
a tool solidly to a wall, leaving the 
opposite handle extended for easy 

grabbing. Installing them side-
by-side sharing a mounting screw 
consolidates the tools into a small 
area. And unlike some pegboard 
hooks made for the purpose, 
the straps won’t accidentally 
pull away from the wall.
—Bil Mitchell, Riegelsville, 
Pennsylvania

Twin-handled 
tool rack

Metal conduit 
strapTOP TIP

Here’s your chance to help 
someone become a be� er 
woodworker and get rewarded 
for the eff ort. The winner of 
next issue’s Top Tip award 
will receive a Woodcra�  
Gi�  Card worth $250. All 
others will receive $125 for 
a published illustrated � p, 
or $75 for a non-illustrated 
� p. Published � ps become 
the property of Woodcraft  
Magazine. Send your ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  
Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, 
Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or 
visit woodcraft magazine.com, 
and click on the “Submissions” 
box. Important: Please include 
your phone number, as an editor 
may need to call you if your trick 
is considered for publica� on.

Share a Slick Tip. 
Win Cash or a Prize!
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We’ve all seen tips for holding brads and small nails 
to avoid whacking your �ingers–including using a 
slotted piece of cardboard, a comb, etc.–but here’s 
a better approach. It’s a holder that’s very quick 
to use, and one that easily positions the brad in a 
vertical position for accurate starting taps. All you 
need is a tongue depressor or popsicle stick and two 
1⁄4"-diameter rare-earth magnets. Simply cut a small 
V-shaped notch in one end of the stick, and then 
epoxy a magnet in place so that its edge is tangent 
to the bottom of the notch. To use the tool, position 
the brad against two stacked magnets, as shown, to 
hold it in place as you give it a starting tap or two.
—John Cusimano, Lansdale, Pennsylvania

Two rare-earth magnets

Small brad holder
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Slimming 
down dowels
Anyone who uses dowels 
knows that they seldom 
match their stated diameter. They’re almost 
always slightly oversized and have to be sanded 
down a bit to �it their holes. Unfortunately, this 
can be pretty tedious work to do by hand. I’ve 
found that a great way to speed it up is to chuck 
a short length of dowel stock into a drill, and 
then wrap a sheet of coarse sandpaper around 
the spinning dowel. After a bit of testing and 
�itting, you have a perfectly sized dowel. This 
technique also works great when you need to 
undersize a dowel enough to create a freewheeling 
axle in a wooden vehicle or other toy.
—John Hutchinson, Delaware, Ohio

Tips & Tricks

Flexcut.com

Flexcut Knives
are precision made for 
maximum performance. Their 
high-carbon steel blades 
have durable points, hold 
an edge extremely well and 
are easily maintained by 
simple stropping. Each knife 
is expertly hand-sharpened 
and tested before shipping, 
so it’s ready to use right out 
of the package. Comfortable, 
curved ash handles allow 
for long periods of carving 
without hand fatigue. 

Every Woodshop 
Needs A Great Knife.

Made in USAMade 

Makes 
A Great 
Gift!

For years, I’ve used heavy-duty shop shelving 
systems like those featured in issue #67. 
These systems, with their wall-mounted 
standards and heavy metal arm supports, 
serve as great lumber racks. However, I’ve 
found that the arms can be pretty sharp. 
To prevent accidentally bumping into them, 
I out�itted each with a brightly colored 
tennis ball, slitting it, and then slipping 
it onto the projecting end of the arm.
—James Kajpust, Freeland, Michigan

Mul� purpose 
crosscut sled
If you have a crosscut sled for your tablesaw, 
you actually have much more than a crosscut 
sled. What you have is a sliding base to which 
you can attach all sorts of custom fences and 
hold-downs to accommodate specialty cuts. For 
example, say you need to saw multiple plywood 
gussets for a project. Simply tack or screw two 
fences to your sled base, as shown, to quickly and 
accurately make the cuts. You can even out�it 
the sled with fences and hold-downs to safely 
cut tapers on small workpieces like those shown 
on page 36. Using a sled like this can be a great 
labor-saving alternative to making dedicated 
jigs that will see service only once or twice.
—Paul Anthony, senior editor

Workpiece

A� ach appropriate 
fences to sled base 
to support odd-
shaped workpieces.

Tennis ball bumpers



For more information call (855) 923-7326, 
visit www.woodcraftfranchise.com, 

or email: WoodcraftFranchise@woodcraft.com

When woodworking is your passion, and owning 
your own business is your goal, Woodcraft can 
help you take your skill and expertise to the 
retail level.

“When I think about owning my own business … 

 … I think of Woodcraft”

Woodcraft Franchise, LLC
1177 Rosemar Road, P.O. Box 245

Parkersburg, WV 26102-0245

To find out more about Woodcraft franchising, and 
opening a store in your area, contact Gary Lombard.

RETAIL FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITIES™

“We’re building a business that transcends generations. 
Having a Woodcraft franchise has helped us grow as a 
family while preparing our next generation for success.”

David & Aaron Sapp
Nashville & Chattanooga, TN Franchise Owners
“We’re building a business that transcends generations. 
Having a Woodcraft franchise has helped us grow as a 
family while preparing our next generation for success.

David & Aaron Sapp
Nashville & Chattanooga, TN Franchise Owners

WOODCRAFT AIMS FOR SMALLER MARKETS
Parkersburg, WV (September 2015) Woodcraft, the nation’s 
largest woodworking tool retailer, with over 70 stores nation-
wide, primarily in major metropolitan markets, has developed a 
new concept store for smaller cities and markets throughout 
the country.

“Woodcraft is working hard to bring our best-selling 
woodworking tools, accessories, supplies and, most impor-
tantly, a quality shopping experience to areas not currently 
serviced by our traditional store’s concept and layout. And 
allow woodworkers the opportunity to touch, feel, and ask 
questions from a knowledgeable staff, all in an effort to 
help the customer make the best buying decisions,”  
Woodcraft President Jody Garrett stated.

These stores may be smaller in size and product offering, as 
compared to current stores. However, Woodcraft Vice President 
of Sales and Marketing, Vince Grlovich states, “Customers 
will still find the most popular products, along with a solid 

selection of power tools. As for those products which may 
not be stocked, they can be ordered by the staff for either 
in-store pick up or home delivery.”

Woodcraft has taken years of retail experience with the stan-
dard, larger market stores and has “carefully tweaked” it into 
a different franchise model in Chattanooga, TN. “Not all markets 
are the same,” noted Gary Lombard, Vice President of Retail and 
Franchise Development for Woodcraft. “In bringing the Wood-
craft franchise offering to smaller markets, we must change and 
adapt, do things slightly different. The variables of population 
base, location, hours of operation, inventory, as well as other 
overheard costs, all must be taken into careful consideration. 
However, the one constant is Woodcraft will always be a 
customer-service operation first and foremost.”
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