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Tips & Tricks

TOP TIP

Here’s your chance to help someone become 
a bett er woodworker and get rewarded for the 
eff ort. The winner of next issue’s Top Tip award 
will receive a Woodcra�  Gi�  Card worth $250. 
All others will receive $125 for a published 
illustrated ti p, or $75 for a non-illustrated 
ti p. Published ti ps become the property of 
Woodcraft  Magazine. Send your ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  Magazine, P.O. Box 
7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or visit 
woodcraft magazine.com, and click on the 
“Submissions” box. Important: Please include 
your phone number, as an editor may need to call 
you if your trick is considered for publicati on.

Share a Slick Tip. 
Win Cash or 
a Prize!

Jumbo Jaw standoff s
Like many turners, I use adjustable, flat-
plate “Jumbo Jaws” to hold a bowl inverted 
for the final turning of its foot. However, I 
find that if the rim of a bowl tapers inward, 
the grip of the rubber buttons against the 
work can be compromised. My solution 
is to mount the buttons on “standoffs” 
I make from 5⁄8"-dia. dowel rod. The 
increased reach makes all the difference.

The standoffs can be made to any suitable 
length, and bored through their axis using a 
drill chuck on the lathe. For stability, make 
sure the ends are cut perfectly perpendicular 
to the length of the dowel. Replace the 
stock button machine screws with longer 
versions from the hardware store.
—Eugene H. Schlaman, 
Charlotte, North Carolina

Molding Angle Miracle Tool

BASE & CROWN
Mitey Miter
WWW.MITEYMITER.COM

Size & Cut • No Measuring • No Calculations

Make standoff  from 
5⁄8"dia. dowel to increase 
reach of rubber butt on.

STOCK RUBBER 
BUTTON

FLAT “JUMBO JAWS”
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The American Woodshop
with Scott & Suzy Phillips

Season 22 - 
Scott And Suzy – 
Bringing It Home

Fantastic Home Accents – 
Hand Skill Builders

The American Woodshop Is Sponsored By:
Kreg Tool Company, Woodcraft Supply,

Gorilla Glue, Easy Wood Tools & O’Keeffe’s Working Hands
© 2015 Sylvan Tool Works, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Presented by - WBGU Public Television
WBGU Public Television presents 13 PBS TV shows of The American 

Woodshop “Scott And Suzy – Bringing It Home.”

Season 22 shares woodworking tips for every skill level. Techniques 
include: turning, joinery, tool tune-ups, making jigs, bench building, 

furnituremaking and cabinetmaking! It’s Tool Time!!!

wbgu.org/americanwoodshop
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Years ago, I discovered the 
capabilities of a cabinet scraper 
(like the Stanley #80). This 
steel-bodied tool, with its “gull 
wing” handles and 45° beveled 
blade, is great for smoothing 
large surfaces without dishing 
them as a card scraper might. 
And it will make fine cuts if 
the blade is sharpened well. 
Unfortunately, the short blade 
doesn’t suit most commercial 
honing jigs, so I made my own 
from hardwood scraps.

The head of the jig is mounted 
at 45° to the body, matching the 

blade’s bevel angle. A clamping 
strap made of 1⁄8"-thick scrap 
steel holds the blade to the head, 
secured by thumbscrews. A lag 
screw at the base of the jig can 
be adjusted in or out to fine tune 
the sharpening angle. To use the 
jig, I simply clamp the blade in 
place, projecting out a bit from 

the edge of the head, and then 
sight the angle of the blade on 
the stone using a 45° triangle. 
A bit of work on a 1000-grit 
stone, followed by an 8000-
grit stone, produces amazing 
results once the burr is turned.
—Philip Houck, Boston, 
Massachusetts

Scraper 
sharpening jig

THUMBSCREWS
installed in threaded 
holes 31⁄2" apart

CLAMPING BAR
1⁄8 × 1 × 51⁄4"

SCRAPER BLADE

Attach head to 
body with two 
#6 × 11⁄4" screws.

HEAD
1⁄2 × 21⁄2 × 51⁄4"

WASHER

21⁄4"

1"

BODY
3⁄4 × 23⁄4 × 91⁄2"

1"

LAG SCREW 
1⁄4 × 11⁄2"
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www.flexcut.com

Flexcut Knives
are precision made for 
maximum performance. Their 
high-carbon steel blades 
have durable points, hold 
an edge extremely well and 
are easily maintained by 
simple stropping. Each knife 
is expertly hand-sharpened 
and tested before shipping, 
so it’s ready to use right out 
of the package. Comfortable, 
curved ash handles allow 
for long periods of carving 
without hand fatigue. 

Every Woodshop 
Needs A Great Knife.

Made in USA

 Experienced woodworkers know 
that Forrest blades are ideal for 
remodeling high-end kitchens 
and baths.

Forrest blades deliver smooth, 
quiet cuts without splintering, 
scratching, or tearouts.  Our 
proprietary manufacturing 
process, hand straightening, 
and unique grade of C-4 
micrograin carbide are perfect for 
cabinets, countertops, and fl oor-
ing.  In fact, independent tests rate 
us #1 for rip cuts and crosscuts. 

“Your blades are without question 
the best by miles, and I have tried 
them all.”   
Bob Jensen, Fridley, MN

Forrest Quality Shows
Duraline Hi-AT—Great for cutting 
two-sided veneers and low 
pressure laminates.

Woodworker II—Best rated, all- 
purpose blade for rips and crosscuts.

Order from any Forrest dealer 
or retailer, online, or by calling 
directly.  Our blades are 
manufactured in the U.S.A. 
and backed by our 30-day, 
money-back guarantee.

www.ForrestBlades.com
1-800-733-7111 
(In NJ, call 973-473-5236)

 Woodworker II
Fine Woodworking

Chop Master
Woodshop News

Duraline Hi-AT
Woodshop News

Dado King
WOOD Magazine
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Forrest blades deliver smooth, 
 splintering, 

micrograin carbide are perfect for 
cabinets, countertops, and fl oor- Order from any Forrest dealer 

NEW Website! 
More Blades!
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I like to use brass ball catches 
for fine furniture because 
they’re classy looking, secure, 
and they can be mounted in a 
variety of orientations. However, I’ve experienced 
two problems with them. The first is that 
their springs are so stout that you really have 
to tug on the door to open it. (Even adjusting 
the spring caps outward doesn’t help.) To fix 
the problem, I replace the stock springs with 
ballpoint pen springs cut to about the same 

length. The second issue with these catches 
is that, when mounted vertically, the bottom 
spring cap can back itself out from repeated 
use, ejecting the spring and ball. The solution? 
Unscrew the cap, apply a dab of fingernail 
polish to the threads, and reinsert while wet.
—Paul Anthony, senior editor

Brass ball 
catch upgrade

HEAVY STOCK 
SPRING

Dab fingernail polish 
on cap threads to 
prevent back-out.

Replace stock spring 
with section of 
ballpoint pen spring.
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Stay Cool With Systainer®

Introducing our new TANOS
T-LOC IV Insulated Systainer®!

Based on the T-LOC IV 
Systainer®, this patriotic
rendition features a 1¼"-thick 
foam insert to help you keep 
your lunch or favorite beverage 
at the perfect temperature. The 
9" x 9" x 12" inside dimensions 
will provide plenty of room for an 
assortment of bottles, cans, or 
whatever you need to keep cool 
on a hot day.
160388  • reg. $95.00

®Stay Cool With Systainer®

Introducing our new TANOS
T-LOC IV Insulated Systainer

®

Introducing our new TANOS
T-LOC IV Insulated Systainer®!

Available Exclusively At Woodcraft. Order Yours Today – Visit Your Local 
Woodcraft Store, www.woodcraft.com or Call 800-225-1153.

 $8000

Summer Savings!

LIMITED QUANTITIES!www.TANOS.de



Corral bit using 
guide panel bored 
on drill press.

Backer board 
to prevent 
blowout
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Handheld drilling with a Forstner or 
multi-spur bit can be a skittish operation. 
However, sometimes it’s necessary when 
a panel is just too big or cumbersome to 
place on the drill press table. In those 
cases, simply make a small guide panel at 
the drill press, using the desired diameter 
bit to drill the hole. Then clamp or screw 
the guide panel to your workpiece.

The guide panel doesn’t need to be much 
thicker than 1⁄2" or so. To allow precise 
targeting of a centerpoint, extend long 
crosshairs outward from the initial guide 
panel centerpoint, and then carry those lines 
down across the edges of the hole afterward. 
That way, you can align them with long 
crosshairs laid out on your workpiece.
—Mike Johns, St. Louis, Missouri

Precision drilling with 
a large-diameter bit
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Allan Chaney
 Multiple Store Owner 
Tulsa & Oklahoma City, OK

Meet Allan – hobbyist woodworker, accomplished businessman and a firm 

believer that life should be rewarding both personally and professionally.

Allan was working for a large Fortune 500 company which had an awesome 

benefit and pension package. He had over 10 successful years with them, 

but he was spending little time at home because he was always traveling. 

It became evident his life was anything but balanced. So, when he saw a 

franchise opportunity with Woodcraft, the most trusted name in woodworking, 

he reached for the brass ring. No wonder. From demographic research 

for a store location to a detailed operations manual coupled with ongoing 

technical and marketing support, Woodcraft provides a complete franchise 

system backed by the most recognized brand in the industry. Allan will 

tell you that although it has not been an easy road, with a lot of hard

work and the support of Woodcraft, dreams do come true.

Which begs the question, when will yours?

It Was A Huge
Decision To Bail

on A corporate job.
But, Woodcraft was the best decision I ever made. 

F14WD01P_Franchise ad Allan Chaney 10.14.13.indd   1 8/24/2015   8:56:34 AM
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go to woodcraftmagazine.com
and click SUBSCRIBE

Complete the form below and 
mail in an envelope addressed to:  

-or-

WOODCRAFT MAGAZINE
PO BOX 7020

PARKERSBURG WV 26102-9916

2 YEARS for $29.99!

Outside of the U.S and Canada add $30 for postage. 
Foreign orders must be prepaid. Payment in U.S. Funds only.

By providing my e-mail address, I am indicating I’d like to receive information 
about my subscription and other offers from Woodcraft Magazine via e-mail.

□ Payment Enclosed □ Bill Me
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Send in now to get

2 Years for $29.99!
Projects, Techniques and Products

  Dovetail a case
  Divide a cabinet into 
compartments

  Create a cornice

  4 more projects
  Famous furniture

And learn how to…

Plus…

Best-ever
LUMBER RACK

DECORATIVE FINISHES 
Done Right

Build Better
with a CUT LIST

SPICE BOX
Build this 
classic

or go to woodcraftmagazine.com and click SUBSCRIBE


