
Tips & Tricks

Clamping a stopblock to the right-hand side of a 
power mitersaw blade to register short multiple 
workpieces can be dicey. That’s because the freed 
workpiece becomes trapped between the blade and 
the block, inviting kickback. Although you could set 
up the cut by placing a removable spacer against the 
stopblock, I find it more efficient to use a flip-stop.

Here’s a very effective flip-stop made from 
three blocks of wood connected with a shutter 
hinge. To use it, simply locate the stop where 
desired, and then clamp the fixed block to 
your saw fence. Set up the cut by butting your 
workpiece against the flip-stop, and then lift 
it up out of the way before making the cut.

The wrap-around shutter hinge
(www.hardwaresource.com, #504050, $6.50/
pr.) is crucial to the jig’s operation. This hinge’s 
low pivot point produces an arc that allows 
the stop to swing clear without pushing 
against and shifting the workpiece…almost. To 
create the needed clearance, simply cut a 1⁄16" 
chamfer on the bottom corner of the block.
—John Cusimano, Lansdale, Pennsylvania
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Lift -tab
1⁄4 × 3⁄4 × 11⁄2"

Flip-stop
7⁄8 × 13⁄4 × 13⁄4"

Fixed block
3⁄4 × 13⁄4 × 12"

1⁄16" chamfer Shutt er hinge1⁄4" overhang

TOP TIP

Share a Slick Tip. 
Win Cash or
a Prize!
Here’s your chance to 
help someone become 
a bett er woodworker and get rewarded for the 
eff ort. The winner of next issue’s Top Tip award 
will receive a Woodcraft  Gift  Card worth $250. 
All others will receive $125 for a published 
illustrated ti p, or $75 for a non-illustrated 
ti p. Published ti ps become the property of 
Woodcraft  Magazine. Send your ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  Magazine, P.O. Box 
7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or visit 
woodcraft magazine.com, and click on “Submit 
Tips.” Important: Please include your phone 
number, as an editor may need to call you if 
your trick is considered for publicati on.

Mitersaw fl ip-stop
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Flip-stop
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will receive a 
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Woodcraft  Magazine

Tips & Tricks, 
7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or visit 

Flip down to 
set up cut.

Workpiece

Flip up to 
make cut.
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My good bench chisels enjoy a 
safe home near my workbench, 
but my jobbers aren’t so lucky, 
as they’re typically banging 
around unfettered in my toolbox. 
Looking for a way to protect 
freshly-honed edges from 
accidental abuse, I experimented 
with a few scraps of thick-walled 
vinyl tubing left over from a 
plumbing project. I found that 
the tubing (sold by the foot at 
most hardware stores) offers 
good protection, and even allows 
me to carry chisels safely in my 
shop apron. To outfit a chisel, 
simply pinch a short section of 
tubing to widen its opening, 
and then slide it over the chisel 

tip. The vinyl springs back and 
clamps tightly onto the blade.

Matching tubing and chisel 
sizes involves some trial and 
error. For a no-slip fit, select a 
tube with an interior diameter 
(I.D.) that’s slightly less than 

the width of the blade. Smaller-
diameter tubes compress to 
only about 1⁄8" wider than their 
interior diameter, while larger 
tubes flex enough to fit blades 
1⁄4 to 1⁄2" larger than the I.D.
—Joe Hurst, senior editor

No-Slip Chisel Guard

Vinyl tubing

Pinch tubing to slide 
over chisel tip.

ENGRAVE IT. CUT IT. MARK IT. 
The finishing touches start here.

Creating your own custom cabinet and wood finishing 

designs has never been so easy. Epilog’s versatile 

laser systems allow you to etch and engrave intricate 

designs and inlays in a matter of minutes. 

3D Engraving Photo EngravingInlays

ENGRAVE IT. CUT IT. MARK IT.

To request a brochure, DVD, and samples, contact us at: 
epiloglaser.com/woodcraft •  sales@epiloglaser.com •  888-437- 4564

Desktop systems starting at $7,995

Golden, Colorado
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Repurposing a narrow 
bandsaw blade
You just installed a brand-new 1⁄8" blade on 
your bandsaw, and are cruising along in the 
cut when all of a sudden you hear a “snap!” 
Yep, your blade has broken. If you don’t have a 
welder, that expensive blade would usually go 
to waste. Not with me. I turn it into scrollsaw 
blades by using heavy duty snippers to create 
lengths that fit my scrollsaw. All that’s left 
is to file down a few teeth at each end to fit 
between my scrollsaw’s blade clamps.
—Danny Lash, Magnolia, Texas

Tips & Tricks

Center finder as  
saddle square
I enjoyed Andy Rae’s article on the combination 
square in the February/March issue. One 
little trick I’d add is that you can use the 
accessory center finder as a saddle square. 
Because its faces are at a 90° angle, you 
need only position one leg of the center 
finder against a cutline drawn on one face 
of your stock, and then carry the line onto 
the adjacent face. Simple. Sweet. Accurate.
—Don Wood, Galena, Ohio

Combination square 
center-finder serves as a 
saddle square for marking 
adjacent surfaces.

Clamp, drill and fasten 
in one simple set-up!

This easy-to-use system increases productivity 
by simplifying fabrication of face frames, cabinet 

doors and other woodworking assemblies. 

You can’t afford not to have one.
Get yours now at:

www.woodcraft.com/generaltools
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A better handscrew 
drill press vise
Many woodworkers know that you can 
pull a wooden handscrew into service 
as a drill press vise. However, I’ve 
found that it can be difficult to set up 
the workpiece and hold the clamp in 
place, especially when drilling large 
holes–an operation that can wrest the 
setup from your grip. I’ve found that a 
much better solution is to screw one jaw 
of the handscrew to a plywood panel 
from below. This fixes everything in 
place for easier set-up and allows you 
to clamp the panel to the machine table 
for rock-solid security when drilling. 
—Bill Wells, Olympia, Washington

Clamp panel to 
drill press table.

Screw one 
handscrew jaw to 
panel from below. 

The American Woodshop
with Scott & Suzy Phillips

Season 22 - 
Scott And Suzy – 
Bringing It Home

Fantastic Home Accents – 
Hand Skill Builders

The American Woodshop Is Sponsored By:
Kreg Tool Company, Woodcraft Supply,

Gorilla Glue, Easy Wood Tools & O’Keeffe’s Working Hands
© 2015 Sylvan Tool Works, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Presented by - WBGU Public Television
WBGU Public Television presents 13 PBS TV shows of The American 

Woodshop “Scott And Suzy – Bringing It Home.”

Season 22 shares woodworking tips for every skill level. Techniques 
include: turning, joinery, tool tune-ups, making jigs, bench building, 

furnituremaking and cabinetmaking! It’s Tool Time!!!

wbgu.org/americanwoodshop
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