
14 woodcraftmagazine.com Dec/Jan 2015

When outfitting my new shop, I needed a way to store and 
organize my hand tools, so I stole this storage design from my 
friend Bob Della-Rovere in Mesa, Arizona. The setup consists of 
simple 3⁄4"-thick frames covered on both faces with pegboard 
and mounted vertically in a cabinet on full-extension drawer 
slides screwed to cleats. You could fix the cleats directly to 
a cabinet top and bottom, but I decided to mount them to a 
“case insert,” which I then slipped into the cabinet opening 
after assembling the entire unit. This system works 
great for storing lots of tools in a compact area.
—Bob Kellenberger, Fairview, Texas

Over the past 10 years, readers 
have shared some great techniques, 

jigs, and shop accessories in our “Tips and Tricks” 
column. Every issue, we award “Top Tip” status 
(including a special prize) to the most useful or 
clever tip of the bunch. For your pleasure, we 
have compiled here what we consider to be the 
best of the best from the past decade. Enjoy!

Pegboard panel pullouts

Pegboard 
pullout

Size case 
to suit 
available 
cabinet.

Wooden 
cleat

Sandwich 1×2 
frame between 
pegboard panels.

Full-extension 
drawer slides
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Share a Slick Tip.  
Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to help 
someone become a better 
woodworker and get rewarded 
for the effort. The winner of next 
issue’s Top Tip award will receive a 
Woodcraft Gift Card worth $250. 
All others will receive $125 for a 
published illustrated tip, or $75 for 
a non-illustrated tip. Published tips 
become the property of Woodcraft 
Magazine. Send your ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft 
Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, 
Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 
or visit woodcraftmagazine.
com, and click on “Submit Tips.” 
Important: Please include your 
phone number, as an editor may 
need to call you if your trick is 
considered for publication.

See the video 
leighjigs.com 
or call 800-663-8932

Keep the Tradition Alive
Leigh Jigs make Dovetails 
perfectly and easily every time.
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Triangle  
marking system
I was in my shop trying to organize a jumble of 
cabinet parts, when a friend dropped by and 
showed me an old layout trick that has since 
saved me lots of time and confusion. After parts 
are cut to size, and before you lay out any joints, 
select the “show” face of each piece, orient it for 
best grain composition, and then organize the 
pieces on your bench in their desired relation to 
each other. Now it’s a simple matter of pressing 
the pieces together and striking a few lines 
across their faces to create a triangle, as shown 
in the drawings. A glance at the markings 
immediately identifies the “show” face, the top, 
the bottom, and the left- and right-hand sides of 
each piece. To identify multiples, strike additional 
lines that extend across the mating pieces.
—Gary Goldthwaite, Indianapolis, Indiana

Frames/cases Legs

Panels/drawer fronts

Aprons/drawers (top view)

Additional lines 
indicate multiples.

 Experienced woodworkers know 
that Forrest blades are ideal for 
remodeling high-end kitchens 
and baths.

Forrest blades deliver smooth, 
quiet cuts without splintering, 
scratching, or tearouts.  Our 
proprietary manufacturing 
process, hand straightening, and 
unique grade of C-4 micrograin 
carbide produce blades that 
are perfect for cabinets, coun-
tertops, and fl ooring.  In fact, 
independent tests rate us #1 for 
rip cuts and crosscuts. 

“Your blades are without 
question the best by miles, 
and I have tried them all.”   
Bob Jensen, Fridley, MN

Forrest Quality Shows
Duraline Hi-AT—
Great for cutting 
two-sided veneers 
and low pressure 

laminates.

Woodworker II—
Best rated, 
all-purpose blade for 
rips and crosscuts.

Order from any Forrest dealer 
or retailer, online, or by calling 
directly.  Our blades are 
manufactured in the U.S.A. 
and come with our 30-day, 
money-back guarantee.

www.ForrestBlades.com
1-800-733-7111 (In NJ, 973-473-5236) © 2014 Forrest Manufacturing          Code WC
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Wall-mounted 
lamp arm
At my shop workstations, I like to 
use swing-arm lamps for adjustable 
task lighting. For convenience, I 
mount the lamp on a wooden arm 
that swings out from a nearby 
wall. Sometimes, a single arm 
does the trick, but when I need 
more reach and flexibility, I create an articulated 
arm by adding extensions as shown.

Make the primary arm from 11⁄4"-thick hardwood 
about 5" wide, tapering out to 11⁄2" at the end. Mine 
is 26" long, but suit yourself. Drill a 3⁄8"-diameter 
hole through the wide end on the drill press, using 
a long bit. Bore as deep as your drill press allows, 
and then raise the table to complete the hole. Rout 
or sand a bullnose onto the wide end. You can drill 
a hole on the narrow end to carry a lamp, or add 

an extension or two. Make an extension 11⁄4" thick 
by 11⁄2" wide, and attach it to its mating arm with 
a 3⁄8" carriage bolt, a washer, a lock washer, and a 
nylon nut or a pair of nuts jammed against each 
other. Tighten the hardware enough to provide 
both friction and adjustability. Mount two metal 
L-brackets to the primary arm, using a length of 3⁄8" 
threaded rod secured at each end with a pair of jam 
nuts, and then screw the brackets to a wall stud.
—Mike Kehs, Quakertown, Pennsylvania

3⁄8" carriage bolt

Extension arm

Primary arm

Jam nuts

Lock washer

Flat washer

Metal L-bracket

3⁄8" threaded rod

Round over 
edges.

ENGRAVE IT. CUT IT. MARK IT. 
The finishing touches start here.

Creating your own custom cabinet and wood finishing 

designs has never been so easy. Epilog’s versatile 

laser systems allow you to etch and engrave intricate 

designs and inlays in a matter of minutes. 

3D Engraving Photo EngravingInlays

ENGRAVE IT. CUT IT. MARK IT.

To request a brochure, DVD, and samples, contact us at: 
epiloglaser.com/woodcraft • sales@epiloglaser.com • 888-437- 4564

Desktop systems starting at $7,995

Golden, Colorado
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Crosscutting short 
multiples 
Awhile ago, I was making wooden tabletop clips 
and needed to crosscut multiple short pieces to 
identical lengths. Marking individual cutlines would 
have taken too much time, so I decided to set up a 
stopblock on my power mitersaw. Unfortunately, 
at the end of the cut, the saw would jettison 
(and often ruin) the freed piece, which had been 
trapped between the blade and the stopblock. 

After a bit of head scratching, I realized that 
the fix is to set up the cut with a removable 
spacer between the stopblock and the end of the 
workpiece. Hold the workpiece firmly against the 
fence and stopblock while removing the spacer. 
Now the sawn piece has room to fall freely away 

from the blade at the end of the cut. To further 
minimize the chance of kickback, allow the blade 
to stop fully before raising it out of the cut. 
—Ralph Burns, Montgomery, Alabama

Stopblock

Mitersaw Workpiece
Remove 
spacer after 
setting up cut 
against it.
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Perfect router-cut dadoes
Hardwood plywood usually doesn’t match its nominal 
thickness; it’s typically undersized between 1⁄64" and 1⁄32". 
Therefore, when routing dadoes, a single pass with a  
single bit is unlikely to yield a perfect fit. (Even 
“undersized” panel bits sold for the purpose may not 
exactly suit the thickness of your particular stock.) To solve 
the problem, I’ve come up with a two-spacer trick to rout 
perfectly sized dadoes. All you need is a bit that’s a smaller 
diameter than the desired dado width, a couple of scraps 
of wood, and a straightedge fence to guide your router.

First, make a spacer that’s exactly the same thickness 
as your bit diameter. To set up the cut, sandwich the 
spacer between the fence and router base, and align 
the bit with the dado layout line that is nearest the 
fence. Secure the fence and rout your first pass. Next, 
replace the spacer with a scrap strip of your plywood 
stock, standing it on edge. Then make a second pass 
with the same bit to create a dado of perfect width.
—Ryan Reese, New York, New York

Fence

1⁄2" 
straight 
bit

When using a 1⁄2" 
bit, make first 
pass with a 1⁄2" 
spacer against 
the fence.

Make second pass 
with scrap plywood 
stock against fence.
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When I’m relief-carving panels, I 
prefer to work at an easel, which 
reduces the amount this old back 
has to bend. While working on an 
intricate design recently, I found 
myself constantly reorienting the 
panel to allow carving with the 
grain. To make the job easier, I 
screwed a rotating platform to the 
easel, attaching the carved panel 
to the platform by wedging it 
between cleats, as shown.  
Now I can simply rotate the 
platform and workpiece as 
necessary to gain the best angle of attack.

I find that the single pivot screw creates enough 
friction between the unfinished easel top and 

platform to stabilize the platform. However, if I 
find it shifting under tool pressure, I’ll drive an 
additional locking screw through its corner.
—Philip Houck, Boston, Massachusetts

Rotating 
carver’s easel

Workpiece
Secure workpiece 
with wedge driven 
against fixed cleat.

Screw rotating platform 
to easel at center.

Construct 
easel from 
plywood.

Secure easel at 
edge of bench using 
screws or clamps.

Optional 
locking 
screw

The American Woodshop
with Scott & Suzy Phillips

Season 22 - 
Scott And Suzy – 
Bringing It Home

Fantastic Home Accents – 
Hand Skill Builders

The American Woodshop Is Sponsored By:
Kreg Tool Company, Woodcraft Supply,

Gorilla Glue, Easy Wood Tools & O’Keeffe’s Working Hands
© 2015 Sylvan Tool Works, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Presented by - WBGU Public Television
WBGU Public Television presents 13 PBS TV shows of The American 

Woodshop “Scott And Suzy – Bringing It Home.”

Season 22 shares woodworking tips for every skill level. Techniques 
include: turning, joinery, tool tune-ups, making jigs, bench building, 

furnituremaking and cabinetmaking! It’s Tool Time!!!

wbgu.org/americanwoodshop
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Project plans often call for 
rabbeting the edges of a panel 
in order to create a tongue that 
slips into a drawer or rail groove. 
This is often done with a router 
bit or tablesaw dado head, with 
the work fed flat on the table. 
Unfortunately, done this way, 
any inaccuracy in the thickness 
of the stock is transferred to 
the thickness of the tongue, 
creating an ill fit in the groove.

One way to ensure a perfect 
tongue-and-groove fit is to 
create the rabbet by making two 
intersecting cuts on the tablesaw, 
feeding the edge to be rabbeted 

against the fence. Set up the first 
cut to rip the tongue to thickness, 
feeding the panel on edge with 
the tongue face against the fence. 
Use a featherboard to ensure 
consistency of cut. Now set up to 
make the intersecting cut against 

a thick auxiliary fence, raising 
it enough to create a tunnel for 
the freed offcut to fall away 
without being pinched between 
the blade and fence, eliminating 
violent ejection of the piece.
—Harvey Mickelson, Reno, Nevada

Perfect tongue-
and-groove fits

1. Saw tongue to thickness 
with tongue between 
fence and blade.

Featherboard ensures 
consistent cuts.

2. Complete rabbet by sawing 
tongue to final width.

Tunnel under auxiliary 
fence prevents 
trapped offcuts.
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™

™

The Easy Chuck 
now includes a FREE
double-ended 
Easy Chucking Screw 

• Turning Tools
• Parting Tools
• Hollowing Tools
• Chucks
• Accessories

American Quality
High Performance
Simple to Use

THE WOODTURNING SYSTEM ™

New Products — Available Now!

The world’s only carbide insert 
parting tool for woodturners.

In 12”, 16”, and 
20” diameters.

• 1/8” Easy Parting Tool • Big Easy Jaws

www.easywoodtools.com  | 1-866-963-0264

Includes a 
FREE extra 
Pi1 Cutter with 
tool purchase

Wide Body Tool B
ar
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Adjustable drawer-
planing perch
To plane a drawer side, you 
typically need to hang it on a 
support board that’s cantilevered 
off the edge of your bench. The 
problem is that the work can 
shift around on a board whose 
width doesn’t exactly match 
the inside dimension of the 
drawer box, and clamps can 
get in the way of planing.

Instead of a single board, I 
use sticks because they can be 
wedged to apply pressure against 
the sides of any sized drawer 
to secure it without clamps. To 
create the setup, extend three 
stout sticks across your bench 

as shown, with one of 
them resting against a 
projecting bench dog. 
With the drawer hanging 
on the cantilevered ends 
of the sticks, clamp their 
opposite ends to the 
bench, and then wedge 
a couple of cross sticks 
between them to create 
pressure against the sides 
of the box. (Note that 
the center cantilevered 
stick supplies support for 
full-length planing of the drawer 
side. If you’re just cleaning up 
the joints at the corners, you can 

omit it.) When planing, work in 
the direction of the bench dog.
—Philip Houck, Boston, 
Massachusetts

Bench dog Support 
stick

Plane against 
bench dog.

Wedge spreader stick in place to drive 
support sticks against sides of drawer.



Screw 
runner to 
saw base.

Runner
3⁄8 × 3⁄4"

Trim guide to 
final width 
with runner-
guided saw.

Nonslip 
padding

Attach padding  
with staples  
around perimeter.
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Thin-plate ZCI
My hybrid tablesaw has a 1⁄8"-
thick metal throat plate that 
sits in an opening with very 
shallow ledges. This shallow 
recess complicates making a 
zero-clearance insert (ZCI) for 
the opening in order to minimize 
exit tear-out and prevent 
narrow rippings from falling 
into the saw. My solution is to 
modify the stock throat plate.

Make a sub-plate by cutting 
a piece of 3⁄8"-thick plywood to 
fit between the leveling screw 
tabs in your table opening. Wax 
the underside of the stock plate 
and the inside edges of its slot 
(to resist glue when attaching 
the filler strip later), and then 

screw the plate 
to the plywood 
with flathead 
screws driven 
through six 
countersunk holes 
you drilled through 
the plate. Next, thickness 
a hardwood blank to match 
the width of the slot, and 
then rip from the blank a strip 
that’s just a hair wider than the 
thickness of the plate. Crosscut 
this slot-filler strip to the slot 
length, and then glue and clamp 
it to the underlying plywood, 
topping the strip with waxed 
paper and a caul. After the glue 
dries, sand the strip flush to the 

plate. (To avoid scratching your 
plate, mask off the surrounding 
area with tape.) Alternatively, 
unscrew the stock plate, and 
hand-plane the strip, testing the 
fit as you work. Finally, clamp 
down the finished ZCI, and raise 
the spinning blade through it.
—David Schermock, Humble, Texas

1) Shape sub-plate to fit 
between leveling screw 
tabs in table recess.

2) Screw 
stock plate 
to sub-plate.

3) Glue 
filler strip to 
sub-plate.
Slot filler 
strip
Stock throat 
plate

3⁄8"-thick 
plywood 
sub-plate

Throat plate 
recess

Leveling screw tab

When it comes to shop-made 
guides for portable circular saws, 
there are two important criteria: 
The first is that the guide tracks 
the saw accurately. The second is 
that the edge of the guide aligns 
perfectly with the blade so that no 
offset needs to be calculated when 
setting up a cut. For tracking 
purposes, my 3⁄4"-thick guide 
includes a 3⁄4"-wide, 3⁄8"-deep slot, 
which guides a wooden runner 
that screws to my saw base. 
(When affixing the runner, make 
sure it’s perfectly parallel to the 
blade.) I made the base oversized 
initially and then trimmed it to 
final width with the saw running 

in its slot. That aligned the 
edge of the guide with the 
blade for easy positioning 
against a cutline. I made 
the track about 54" long so 
it generously spans a 4 × 8' 
sheet of plywood crosswise.

The real trick here, though, is 
that this guide does not require 
clamps to hold its position. 
Instead, I attached a sheet of 
rubber “nonslip padding” to the 
underside of the base, keeping 
it back from the edges 1⁄4" or 
so. The padding–designed to 

hold workpieces in place for 
routing, sanding, and other 
maneuvers–is simply stapled 
in a few places along its 
perimeter. It holds the guide in 
place remarkably well with no 
slippage whatsoever that could 
compromise cut accuracy.
—Russ Svendsen, Olean, New York

Clamp-free  
portable saw guide
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