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WorkpieceTips & Tricks

Share a Slick Tip.  
Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to 
help someone become 
a better woodworker 
and get rewarded for 
the effort. The winner of 
next issue’s Top Tip award 
will receive a Woodcraft 
Gift Card worth $250. All 
others will receive $125 
for a published illustrated tip, or $75 for a non-
illustrated tip. Published tips become the property 
of Woodcraft Magazine. Send your ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft Magazine,  
P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 
or visit woodcraftmagazine.com, and click on 
“Submit Tips.” Important: Please include your 
phone number, as an editor may need to call 
you if your trick is considered for publication.

TOP TIP

When it comes to hand-cutting 
dovetails, precision matters. For 
the joint to fit well, the baseline 
shoulders and the tail cheeks 
must be square to the faces of 
the boards, and the pin cheeks 
must be square to the ends of the 
boards. Unfortunately, it can be 
difficult to maneuver a regular 
square into place to check those 
surfaces, especially with closely 
spaced dovetails. However, 
you can repurpose a rule depth 
gauge to do the job. Designed to 
measure the depth of dadoes, 
mortises, and other recesses, its 
narrow blade also easily slips 

into pin sockets to allow checking 
dovetail cheeks and baseline 
shoulders. Likewise, you can 
retract the blade and place the 
tool’s stock against the end of a 

pinboard to check pin cheeks. To 
locate the tool, type “rule depth 
gauge” into your search browser.
—Ric Hanisch, Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania

Rule depth gauge  
as mini square

Use a rule depth gauge 
to check for square 
on half-blind pins...

...or closely 
spaced tails. 

Forrest sets the standard for excellence 
with these latest top-quality blades:

• Ply Veneer Worker. Best for rip 
and cross cutting two-sided plywood 
(fi nished or unfi nished) and cross 
cutting solid woods. Has 70 teeth, 10º 
hook, high alternate top bevel grind.    

• Woodworker II 48-Tooth general-
purpose blade. Has a 20º face hook, 
25º bevel, and sharp points for clean, 
quiet cross-grain slicing.  

 • “Signature Line” Chop Master 
for quiet, precise cutting and less splin-
tering. Has 90 teeth, a -5º hook for feed 
rate control, and re-designed angles.

• 2- & 4-Piece Finger Joint Sets. 
Each reversible, interlocking 8” blade 
has 24 teeth. Ideal for rabbets and 
grooves. Sets make 3/16” and 5/16” 
cuts or 1/4” and 3/8” cuts.

• Thin Kerf Dados for clean cutting 
3/16” to 1/4” grooves in thin plywood 
and man-made materials. Available in 
two-piece and three-piece sets.

Our blades are American-made and 
have a 30-day, money-back guarantee. 
Custom sizes available. Order from 
Forrest dealers or retailers, by going 
online, or by calling us directly.  

www.ForrestBlades.com   1-800-733-7111 (In NJ, call 973-473-5236)
 © 2014 Forrest Manufacturing        Code WC





When adjusting the thrust guides 
on a bandsaw, the aim is to set 
them just a few thousandths of 
an inch behind the blade. The 
principle is that the back of the 
blade should touch the guides 
only when the blade is cutting–
not when it’s freewheeling. The 
typical approach is to hold a 
dollar bill against the rear of 
the blade and then move the 
bearing up against the bill. This 
is great in theory and would 
work fine if the back edge of the 
blade was dead-straight, but 
it very often isn’t, and wavers 
fore and aft during the cut.

I find that a much better 
approach is to first bring the 
bearing up lightly against the 
blade while slowly rotating the 
bandsaw wheels by hand (with 
the saw unplugged). Then, while 
observing the bearing, back it 
off until it stops spinning and 
then continue to back it off 

just a hair more. If it’s hard to 
detect the rotation of a bearing, 
simply strike a few lines across 
its edge with a thick marker. 
After locking in the bearing’s 
location, double-check that 
the locking screw didn’t shift 
the bearing forward. Done.
—Paul Anthony, senior editor

Setting bandsaw  
thrust guides
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ENGRAVE IT. CUT IT. MARK IT. 
The finishing touches start here.

Creating your own custom cabinet and wood finishing 

designs has never been so easy. Epilog’s versatile 

laser systems allow you to etch and engrave intricate 

designs and inlays in a matter of minutes. 

3D Engraving Photo EngravingInlays

ENGRAVE IT. CUT IT. MARK IT.

To request a brochure, DVD, and samples, contact us at: 
epiloglaser.com/woodcraft • sales@epiloglaser.com • 888-437- 4564

Desktop systems starting at $7,995

Golden, Colorado

Adjust thrust bearing 
forward until thick marker 
lines indicate spin, 
then back off bearing 
slightly until spin stops. 
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The American Woodshop
with Scott & Suzy Phillips

Season 22 - 
Scott And Suzy – 
Bringing It Home

Fantastic Home Accents – 
Hand Skill Builders

The American Woodshop Is Sponsored By:
Kreg Tool Company, Woodcraft Supply,

Gorilla Glue, Easy Wood Tools & O’Keeffe’s Working Hands
© 2015 Sylvan Tool Works, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Presented by - WBGU Public Television
WBGU Public Television presents 13 PBS TV shows of The American 

Woodshop “Scott And Suzy – Bringing It Home.”

Season 22 shares woodworking tips for every skill level. Techniques 
include: turning, joinery, tool tune-ups, making jigs, bench building, 

furnituremaking and cabinetmaking! It’s Tool Time!!!

wbgu.org/americanwoodshop

20 woodcraftmagazine.com April/May 2012

312-666-0640
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UL-approved knot 
provides strain relief 
to prevent cord from 
disconnecting.

Tips & Tricks

UL-approved 
lamp cord knot
If you make lamps (or simply 
repair them on occasion), it’s 
worth knowing how to make 
an  Underwriters Laboratories 
approved knot. All commercially 
sold lamps include a UL-approved 
knot at the end of the electrical 
cord within the lamp socket. 
It’s designed as strain-relief to 
prevent a yanked cord from 
disconnecting from the socket, 
as the knot cannot be pulled 
through the socket nipple. As 
shown in the drawing, it’s “knot” 
hard to tie, so why “knot” use it?
—William Stetson, 
Roanoke, Virginia
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Yes, with Optimized Filters from… 

Can Your Old Dust Collector 
Work Better Than A New One? 

(800) 367-3591   americanfabricfilter.com

We Design & Fabricate  
Custom Filter Bags That

REALLY WORK! 

•• Optimum PerformanceOptimum Performance

•• Low MaintenanceLow Maintenance

•• Custom DesignsCustom Designs

•• Cleaner AirCleaner Air

•• Longer LifeLonger Life

•• EconomicalEconomical

•• Best Size & FitBest Size & Fit

•• Proudly Made In USAProudly Made In USA

Cyclones, Stand-Alones, Polybags, Baghouses & More 
1-Micron Filtration 

American Fabric Filter Co. 

Innovative Solutions for all your Woodworking Needs

WWW.CARTERPRODUCTS.COM • 616-647-3380 • US TOLL FREE 888-622-7837

ACCURIGHT® BAND SAW 
LOG MILL™

ACCURIGHT® BAND SAW HOLLOW ROLLER® 

PERFECT SPHERE™
Sphere Turning System

Band Saw Accessories
Lathe Accessories

Circle Cutter

Band Saw Blades
Band Saw Tires

and More!

WOODWORKING INNOVATIONS FOR OVER 80 YEARS
Vessel Support System
MultiRest®

Shown with Hollow Roller®

Vessel Turning System

Patents Pending Patent Pending

MAGFENCE®  II        FACE-OFF™ Center Master™
Blank Creation System

Shown with Carter Circle Cutting Jig

®

Deep Vessel Turning System
HOLLOW ROLLER®XL

Shown with MultiRest® XL
Vessel Support System

Modular Face Plate System Vessel Turning System 
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SUBSCRIBE!

go to woodcraftmagazine.com
and click SUBSCRIBE

Complete the form below and 
mail in an envelope addressed to:  

-or-

WOODCRAFT MAGAZINE
PO BOX 7020

PARKERSBURG WV 26102-9916

2 YEARS for $29.99!

Outside of the U.S and Canada add $30 for postage. 
Foreign orders must be prepaid. Payment in U.S. Funds only.

By providing my e-mail address, I am indicating I’d like to receive information 
about my subscription and other offers from Woodcraft Magazine via e-mail.

□ Payment Enclosed □ Bill Me

Name 

Address 

City

State               Zip      

Country

E-mail 

Send in now to get

2 Years for $29.99!
Projects, Techniques and Products

  Dovetail a case
  Divide a cabinet into 
compartments

  Create a cornice

  4 more projects
  Famous furniture

And learn how to…

Plus…

Best-ever
LUMBER RACK

DECORATIVE FINISHES 
Done Right

Build Better
with a CUT LIST

SPICE BOX
Build this 
classic

or go to woodcraftmagazine.com and click SUBSCRIBE


