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Tips & Tricks

TOP TIP

Share a Slick Tip. 
Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to help someone become a 
bett er woodworker and to get rewarded for the 
eff ort. Next issue’s Top Tip will receive a Woodcraft  
Gift  Card worth $250. Runners-up will receive $125 
for an illustrated ti p; $75 for an non-illustrated 
one. Winning entries become the property of 
Woodcraft  Magazine. Send your original ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, 
Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or email editor@

woodcraft magazine.com. 
Important: Please include 
your phone number, 
as an editor will need 
to call you if your 
ti p is considered 
for publicati on.

Adjustable bench 
light bracket
Locating light precisely where it’s needed 
at the bench makes doing detail work much 
easier, whether it’s laying out joints, cutting 
dovetails, or simply reading wood grain. This 
sliding bracket lets me position my articulating-
arm lamp anywhere along the length of my 
workbench. The bracket was designed to grip 
the edge of a recessed tool tray, but it can 
be easily modified to suit other benches.

To size the bracket to fit your bench, make 
the vertical block a tad longer than the 
height of your bench’s back rail to ensure 
an easy, sliding fit. When rabbeting the top 
and bottom blocks on the tablesaw, initially 
work with stock that’s oversized in length 
for safety. Alternatively, create the lipped 
areas by gluing on separate strips of wood. 
Don’t glue the bottom block, as you’ll want to 
remove the bracket when necessary, such as 
when laying large panels on your benchtop.
—Andy Rae, Asheville, North Carolina
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Picture this jig
Have you ever pulled out a jig that you haven’t used 
in a while, and realized that you don’t entirely 
remember how to set it up or use it? Me too. To 
prevent that, I’ve added a new tool to my shop–an 
inexpensive digital camera. After setting up a 
jig and any attendant tools, I take a few 
relevant snapshots, print them out, and tape 
them to the jig and/or stash the images in 
a “jig set-up” folder for future reference. 
This approach works well, as long as I can 
remember where I keep the camera.
—Robert Lopez, Los Angeles, California
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Shop-made Flush-cut Plane
Over the years, I have replaced many of the thin 
stock blades in my vintage hand planes with 
modern aftermarket blades. Looking for a way to 
put an old blade to good use, I combined it with a 
few scraps of wood to make a flush-cut plane–a 
handy tool for various trimming chores, and for 
removing dried glue at intersecting project parts.

To make a plane like this, begin with a block of wood 
about 1" thick, exactly as wide as the blade, and about 1⁄2" 
shorter. Bevel the front half of the block down to about 
3⁄8" for a good grip, and ease the edges for comfort. Shape 
a bit of hardwood to make a plug that snugly fits the 
blade slot, glue the plug in place to the underside of the 
body, and then trim it flush to the surface of the blade. 
Finish up by epoxying a 1⁄2"-diameter rare-earth magnet 
into a blind hole in the bottom, insetting it so it’s flush 
with the surface of the block to hold the blade in place.
—Alejandro Balbis, Longueuil, Quebec, Canada
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Panel-raising guard
Success at raising panels on the router 
table means that the panel profile ends 
up neat, clean, and consistent, and that 
you don’t lose any blood in the process. 
The two router table accessories that 
ensure this success are a featherboard 
and a bit guard. The featherboard 
holds the work firmly against the table 
throughout the cuts, ensuring a smooth 
profile with an edge that fits the frame 
grooves perfectly. The bit guard, of course, 
keeps fingers away from that vicious cutter.

Unfortunately, some guards can impede the 
use of featherboards, and vise-versa. To allow 
the use of both, I cobbled up this simple L-shaped 
hardwood guard that clamps to the fence 
while wrapping around a 3⁄8"-thick shop-made 
featherboard. Size the 1⁄2"-thick vertical piece to 
suit your fence height, angling the business end 

to accommodate the slope of the featherboard. 
The 3⁄8"-thick horizontal piece extends out around 
the featherboard and over the bit. In use, set up 
your featherboard first, then clamp the guard to 
your fence so that it rides just slightly above the 
workpiece panel. Now rout your panel by taking 
a series of shallow, successively deeper cuts.
—Paul Anthony, senior editor
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After centering the base 
board pilot hole under 
the chuck, clamp a ball 
in the jig for drilling. 

Adjustable-diameter 
hole saw

For a recent project, I needed to 
drill accurately centered holes 
into some wooden balls I had 
purchased, so I came up with 
this jig to hold them securely on 
the drill press. To make the jig, 
first make the upper “clothespin” 
board from a short piece of stock 
whose thickness approaches the 
radius of the ball to be drilled. 
Cut a 1⁄4" slot in it, and screw it to 
a base board that’s long enough 
to span your drill press table. 
Then drill a hole through the 
upper board using a hole saw. 
(I used a Vermont American 
#18401 adjustable-diameter 
hole saw, which allows slight 

upsizing to accommodate the 
typical variance of wooden balls 
from their nominal diameters.)

To use the jig, first outfit your 
drill press with a standard twist 
bit whose diameter matches 
that of your hole saw's pilot bit. 
Lower the bit into the pilot hole 
in the base board to center the 
jig under the drill chuck. After 
clamping the base board to the 
table in this position, switch out 
the bit with the one you’ll use 
to drill the ball, and pinch a ball 
in the jig by clamping across 
the slot. Now you’re ready to 
drill a perfectly centered hole.
—John Hutchinson, Delaware, Ohio

Ball-drilling jig

To make the jig, use a hole 
saw to drill through the 
"clothespin" board after 
slotting it and attaching 
it to the base board.
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