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Tips & Tricks

Chamfer-sanding Jig
A recent project called for making a lot of small 
square pegs, both ends of which needed to be 
encircled with small chamfers. I tried to create 
the chamfers by touching the angled pegs lightly 
against the belt sander, but the results were 
inconsistent at best. In frustration, I improvised 
this simple jig, which works great with a 
stationary belt sander. The jig is essentially a 
chute that holds the workpiece at the desired 
angle and distance from the sanding belt. As 
shown, the workpiece rests on a spacer that’s 
sandwiched between two angled supports. A 
finish nail driven into the base near the bottom 
of the spacer serves as a stop to limit the amount 
of sanding, ensuring consistent chamfers.

Build the jig to suit the size of your sander table 
and pegs. The only dimension that’s critical is the 
thickness of the spacer, which should match the 
thickness of your peg stock. Lay out the slope of 
the supports to suit the chamfer angle, and then 
bandsaw to your cutline. Apply double-faced tape 
to both sides of the spacer before nailing it between 
the supports to widen the channel for an easy 
sliding fit for the workpiece. Then tack or screw 
the support/spacer sandwich to a base that’s sized 
to your sander table. Finally, install a finish nail 
near the front of the base. Adjust its height and 
angle to contact the center section of the workpiece 
end. Clamp the base to your sander table, load 
a test workpiece into the chute, and adjust the 
location of the base to create the desired chamfer. 
Then get to quick work chamfering your pegs.
—Cliff Charron, Baker, Florida
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Non-catch calipers
I use Vernier calipers to measure my progress 
when turning tenons. I set the caliper jaws to 
the desired diameter of the tenon, and then hold 
the jaws against the turning in progress until 
they slip over the tenon section. To prevent the 
tips of the caliper jaws from catching on the 
spinning workpiece, I grind a slight radius on 
them. This also allows them to easily slide onto 
the tenon once it reaches the proper diameter. 
—Judy Silfer, Tucson, AZ

Round tips of jaws 
to prevent catching 
on spinning work.
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Sandpaper sizer
This is a speed machine that will net you a 
lot of sized sandpaper in a hurry. It’s nothing 
more than a platform outfitted with two 
adjacent fences, and a piece of standard-
thickness plastic laminate as wide as your 
desired paper size, and at least as long. You 
can stack your sandpaper in this jig to tear 
several sheets at a time, depending on the 
grit and weight of the particular paper.

To use it, place your paper grit-side down 
and against both fences, with the laminate 
on top and against the fences. Press down on 
the laminate while tearing off two or more 
sheets with your other hand. As you proceed, 
remove some of the sized sheets and continue 
tearing. When the first stack is done, butt the 
remaining sheets against the fences and repeat 
until you’ve got all the sized paper you need.
—Andy Rae, Asheville, North Carolina

Standard-thickness plastic 
laminate, sized to match desired 
size of sandpaper sheeet.
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Fence 
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1⁄4 × 91⁄4 × 10"

Self-stick silicone foot
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Pipe clamp stands
For some time, I struggled with 
gluing up projects with my 
vintage 3⁄4" pipe clamps. Their 
narrow footing often caused 
them to tip when loading boards 
onto them. During a glue-up 
one day, I realized that the 
answer was right 
in front of me 
on the wall, 
holding my shop 
brooms. These 
metal spring 
clips–designed 
for storing 
housekeeping 
equipment–can 
be screwed 
to stands 
made of shop 

scrap. As an added benefit, 
the setup raises the clamps 
enough to facilitate easier 
turning of the clamp handles.
—Robert Smith, 
Churchville, New York

Coffee can 
connector
Have you ever accidentally 
ripped a dust collector hose, 
and found yourself wishing 
you had a connector to fix it? 
Or have you ever wanted to 
connect a couple of shorter 
dust collector hoses to give you 
extra reach, but didn’t have the 
connector to do the job? Well, 
maybe you did after all. It’s a 
good bet you have a 1-lb. coffee 
can sitting around your shop 
full of nails or other hardware. 
Just cut off the bottom of the can 
and–Voila!–instant 4"-diameter 
dust collector connector.
—Thomas Lagreca, 
Lockport, New York

Screw broom 
hanger clip to short 
length of scrap. Broom hanger
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