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A Handscrew Helper
Wooden handscrews are great for a variety of 
clamping chores, but I also find myself reaching 
for them when I need to sand or machine small 
parts. Their long reach and solid grip allow you 
to safely perform otherwise dicey operations 
like routing or power-sanding the edges of small 
blocks. They’ll keep your fingers out of harm’s 
way and, the wooden jaws won’t damage an 
expensive cutter in case of accidental contact.
—Jack Preston, Tucson, AZ

KREG

Share a Slick Tip.
Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to help someone become 
a bett er woodworker and get rewarded for the 
eff ort. Next issue’s Top Tip will receive a Woodcraft  
Gift  Card worth $250. Runners-up will receive 
$125 for an illustrated ti p; $75 for an unillustrated 
one. Winning entries become the property of 
Woodcraft  Magazine. Send your original ideas to:

Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  Magazine, P.O. Box 
7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or email 
editor@woodcraft magazine.com. 
Important: Please 
include your phone 
number, as an editor 
will need to call you if 
your trick is considered 
for publicati on.

editor@woodcraft magazine.com. 

Clamp small 
workpiece in 
handscrew to keep 
hands at a safe 
distance when 
machining or 
power-sanding.

Tips & Tricks
TOP TIP

Thin-plate ZCI
My hybrid tablesaw has a 1⁄8"-
thick metal throat plate that 
sits in an opening with very 
shallow ledges. This shallow 
recess complicates making a 
zero-clearance insert (ZCI) for 
the opening in order to minimize 
exit tear-out and prevent 
narrow rippings from falling 
into the saw. My solution is to 
modify the stock throat plate.

Make a sub-plate by cutting a 
piece of 3⁄8"-thick plywood to fit 
between the leveling screw tabs 
in your table opening. Wax the 
underside of the stock plate and 
the inside edges of its slot (to 
resist glue when attaching the 
filler strip later), and then screw 

the plate to the 
plywood with 
flat-head screws 
driven through 
six countersunk 
holes you drilled 
through the plate. 
Next, thickness a 
hardwood blank to match 
the width of the slot, and 
then rip from the blank a strip 
that’s just a hair wider than the 
thickness of the plate. Crosscut 
this slot-filler strip to the slot 
length, and then glue and clamp 
it to the underlying plywood, 
topping the strip with waxed 
paper and a caul. After the glue 
dries, sand the strip flush to the 

plate. (To avoid scratching your 
plate, mask off the surrounding 
area with tape.) Alternatively, 
unscrew the stock plate, and 
hand-plane the strip, testing the 
fit as you work. Finally, clamp 
down the finished ZCI, and raise 
the spinning blade through it.
—David Schermock, Humble, Texas

1) Shape sub-plate 
to fi t between 
leveling screw tabs 
in table recess.

2) Screw 
stock plate 
to sub-plate.

3) Glue 
fi ller strip to 
sub-plate.

Slot fi ller 
strip

Stock throat 
plate

3⁄8"-thick 
plywood 
sub-plate

Throat plate 
recess

Leveling screw tab

The American Woodshop
with Scott & Suzy Phillips

Season 21 - 
American Originals
Freeform Designs 
& Hand Skill Solutions

Presented by - WBGU 
Public Television
WBGU Public Television presents 
13 PBS TV shows of The American 
Woodshop “American Originals.”

Season 21 shares woodworking tips
for every skill level. Techniques include: 
turning, joinery, tool tune-ups, making jigs, 
bench building, and furnituremaking!
Get your tools out!

wbgu.org/americanwoodshop
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Wedge-cutti  ng Revisited
Seeing Alan Turner’s bandsaw 
wedge-cutting jig in issue #54’s 
Tricks column prompted me 
to share my own approach, 
which can be done on either the 
bandsaw or tablesaw, and which 
doesn’t require making a jig.

Begin by thicknessing a board 
to the desired width of your 
wedges, and then crosscut away 
a piece that equals the desired 
wedge length. Outfit your miter 
gauge with an auxiliary fence, 
and set the gauge to half the 
desired wedge angle. (It’s best 
to set it to create an obtuse 
angle between the fence and 
blade.) Also outfit your saw’s 
throat opening with a zero-

clearance insert. Now, trim the 
end of your blank, flip it 180°, 
shift it the desired amount, and 
make another cut to complete 
the wedge. To make multiple 
identically sized wedges, set up 
a stop block as shown. (I use the 
back edge of my featherboard). 

To prevent binding, place the 
stop block forward of the blade 
a distance equal to or greater 
than the length of your wedges.
—Philip Houck, Boston, 
Massachusetts

Miter gauge 
auxiliary fence set 
to half of desired 
wedge angle.

1) Trim end of 
wedge blank.

Zero-clearance 
insert

2) Flip blank.

3) Saw 
second cheek 
of wedge.

Set up a stop 
to cut multi ple 
identi cal wedges.

The Cabinotch® custom cabinet box system. 
American-made, formaldehyde-free, custom-sized, 

with nine hardwood species options.

No one has to know you chose the 
custom cabinet box system that lets you 

spend more time on the fun stuff.

Visit www.cabinotch.us/woodcraft today and claim your special limited time discount code!

Exclusive patent-pending assembly 
notch creates a strong, flush joint 
that slides together fast!

This could be our little secret.
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Fits Angle Grinders

Your Vision. Our Tools.

Cut

Shape
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Sand
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& SQUIRE®
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Whether you are a beginner or a professional, King Arthur’s Tools® puts the power in your hands!
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It’s not uncommon 
to have to shorten a 
machine screw, bolt, 
or other threaded 
fastener. Unfortunately, 
it can be difficult to 
secure the fastener 
in a vise in order to 
hacksaw it to length. 
My solution is to drill 
a hole in a scrap board 
using a bit whose 
diameter exactly matches the outside diameter of 
the fastener threads. I clamp this “holder board” 
in my vise, slip the fastener through it, and hold its 
head while sawing the shank to desired length.
—Alejandro Balbis, Quebec, Canada
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Shortening 
Screws

Hole in scrap 
block holds screw 
for sawing.

LINER-LOCK 
FOLDER BLADE KIT
3  1/4” Blade
4  5/8” Overall

$17.99   
WC#153377

(hardwood sold 
separately)

FOLDER KITS also available

DESK KNIFE/
LETTER OPENER KIT 
w/ Leather 
Sheath

(Finished example)

Kit includes
everything

Available at a Woodcraft store near 
you or visit woodcraft.com

SEMI-SKINNER
KIT 
w/ Leather 
Sheath

(Finished example)

$20.99   
WC#844450

DROP POINT KIT 
w/ Leather 
Sheath

(Finished example)

$20.99   
WC#84445

LINER-LOCK 
FOLDER BLADE KIT
2” Blade
4  7/8” Overall

$11.99
WC#153378 (Finished example)

(Finished example)

NEW

Special Gifts for Special People

(Prices subject to change)

Sarge Knife kits make the perfect gift!



121 Crescent Street • Athol, MA 01331
978-249-3551 • starrett. com

Learn 10 Tricks to Use Your
Combination Square

on our YouTube page at
youtube.com/lsstarrett

Combination Square
on our YouTube page at
youtube.com/lsstarrett

A Great G
ift 

Idea!
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