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Tips & Tricks

See the video 
leighjigs.com 
or call 800-663-8932

           
Dovetails 
 &Box Joints 
Easy with the Leigh R9 Plus Joinery Jig

BIG  GATOR TOOLS 

R

   V-DrillGuides
Drill Straight – Every Time!
Can be used on fl at surfaces, 
round parts and corners.

www.BigGatorTools.com
913-377-2444

Over the years, I’ve tried 
about every method there 
is for jointing the edges of 
veneers. Ultimately, I’ve found 
that the best way is also the 
simplest. Here’s how it works:

Begin by laying out your 
veneer sheets in a way that 
suits your project. Then stack 
together similarly sized sheets, 
taping these packets together 
at their ends. Next, lay a long, 
thick board across your jointer 
tables, bringing the jointer fence 
up against the board to ensure 
that the two are parallel. Then 
clamp the board to the tables.

Sandwich a veneer packet 
between the board and the 

fence, adjusting the fence 
to allow the packet to slide 
easily, but with just a bit of 
friction. This creates a chute 
that compresses and stabilizes 
the stacked veneers to allow 
easy, accurate jointing of their 

edges. After jointing the first 
packet, readjust the fence 
if necessary to the suit the 
thickness of the next packet, and 
continue in the same manner.
—Thomas Starbuck Stockton, 
Montgomery Creek, California

TOP TIP
Jointi ng Veneer

Veneer packet 
with taped ends

Narrow chute between 
board and fence stabilizes 
veneers for jointi ng.

Clamp thick board 
to jointer tables, 
parallel to fence.
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Share a Slick Tip. 
Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to help someone become a 
bett er woodworker and get rewarded for the eff ort. 
Next issue’s Top Tip will receive an EZ Pro Morti se & 
Tenon Jig Kit, an EZ Pro Dovetailer II Jig Kit, and an EZ 
Pro Deluxe Pocket Hole Kit, all from General Tools, 
and worth a total of $280. Runners-up will receive 
$125 for an illustrated ti p; $75 for an unillustrated 
one. Winning entries become the property of 
Woodcraft  Magazine. Send your original ideas to:
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, 
Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or email editor@
woodcraft magazine.com. Important: Please 
include your phone number, as an editor may 
need to call you if your trick is 
considered for publicati on.

Tape Rule Hangar
I’ve managed to accumulate quite a few tape rules 
in my shop over the years, which tended to pile 
up on shelves or get lost in the general clutter of 
the shop. To solve the problem, I screwed a length 
of 1⁄8"-thick × 1"-wide flat steel bar to a couple of 
2"-thick stand-off blocks fastened to the front 
of an open cabinet to serve as a hanger for the 
tapes. Now the tapes are all organized in one 
place, and I can immediately identify which one 
I need for the job at hand. As an added benefit, 
the bar provides a magnet-friendly surface 
from which to hang shop drawings and notes.
—Jeffry Lohr, Schwenksville, Pennsylvania

Illustrati ons: Chris Glowacki

1⁄8 × 1" fl at 
steel bar

Att ach 2"-thick 
blocks to cabinet or 
wall as stand-off s.
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Shop-made  
Dowel Sizer
Occasionally, I use dowels as 
pins to join parts, or as plugs for 
inlaid accents, as in the Geo Box 
on page 58. Although dowels 
are available commercially, they 
have often swelled too much to 
fit properly into a hole of the 
correct size. The other problem 
is that they’re not available 
in a wide variety of woods.

To solve both issues, I made a 
dowel sizer by drilling common 
dowel size holes in a scrap 
piece of aluminum plate. (Steel 
works as well.) To use it, I place 
the appropriate size hole over 
a bench dog hole (or adjacent 

to the edge of the bench), 
chamfer one end of the dowel, 
and then drive it through the 
appropriate hole. To make a 
dowel from scratch, I rip a piece 

of straight-grained wood roughly 
oversized, chamfer the end, 
and drive it through the hole.
—Geoff Noden, Trenton, 
New Jersey

Make dowel sizing 
plate by drilling holes 
in 1⁄8"-thick aluminum 
or steel plate.

Tap ripped dowel 
blank through hole 
drilled in aluminum 
or steel plate.
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The American Woodshop
with Scott & Suzy Phillips

Season 21 - 
American Originals
Freeform Designs 
& Hand Skill Solutions

Presented by - WBGU 
Public Television
WBGU Public Television presents 
13 PBS TV shows of The American 
Woodshop “American Originals.”

Season 21 shares woodworking tips
for every skill level. Techniques include: 
turning, joinery, tool tune-ups, making jigs, 
bench building, and furnituremaking!
Get your tools out!

wbgu.org/americanwoodshop

turning, joinery, tool tune-ups, making jigs, 

The American Woodshop 
Is Sponsored By:
Woodcraft Supply, Kreg Tool Company, 
Easy Wood Tools & Gorilla Glue
© 2014 Sylvan Tool Works, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Dual-purpose
Bench Stops
Over the years, I’ve seen a variety of bench-
mounted stops, some designed for planing, and 
some for sawing. One of my favorite designs is 
this dual-purpose stop that mounts out of the 
way on the end of a bench to serve for small 
planing and sawing tasks. To use as a planing 
stop, rotate either stop so that it projects above 
the benchtop. To use as saw stops, place the 
overhanging workpiece against the appropriate 
stop–one suiting push saws, and the other 
pull saws. For strength, make the stops from a 
dense wood like hard maple or rosewood, and 
take your time locating and installing the parts 
so that they rotate correctly into position. For 
proper tension, place a drop of thread-locking 
adhesive, such as Loctite®, on the screw that 
holds each stop, then tighten the screw until 
the stop rotates easily but without play.
—Andy Rae, Asheville, North Carolina

Use 3⁄8 × 1" dense hardwood 
for the three parts.

Bench surface

23⁄4"

2"

1⁄2"

Use this stop for 
pushing cuts.

Stops rotate 
around screw.

Use this stop 
for pulling cuts.
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