Tips & Tricks
TOP TIP
Bottomless
tablesaw
crosscut jig

Fence
2 × 33⁄4 × 31"
Glue and
clamp fence
to base.

Steel runner
⁄8 × 3⁄4 × 24"

3

Hanger
hole

This handy jig–which is basically
an oversized miter gauge with a
large fence and double runners
for better workpiece bearing
and stability–lets you crosscut
large workpieces with accuracy
and ease. Its advantage over a
traditional crosscut sled is the
ability to make a full-depth cut,
as there’s no bottom sled panel
raising the workpiece. The
plywood base keeps the fence
dead-straight and serves as a
solid connection for the runners
while allowing adjustment if
necessary to square up the fence.
The tapered ends of the fence
allow better hand access for
holding down narrow work.
Use quartersawn hard maple or
other straight-grained hardwood
for the fence, and 3⁄4"-thick
hardwood plywood for the base,
stacking pieces at the center to
serve as a blade cover. Drill the
attachment holes through the
steel bar stock (available at www.
mcmaster.com and other metal
suppliers) with a #7 bit before

Plywood base
3
⁄4 × 5 × 24"
Stacked plywood
serves as
blade cover.

cutting the threads with
a 1⁄4-20 tap. Trim the
leading edge of the base
flush and square, and
then glue the fence to it.
With the runners in
their slots, measure
the precise distances
between the hole center
points, and transfer
those locations onto the
base. Drill 5⁄16"-diameter holes at
those points, also counterboring
to recess for 1⁄4-20 × 1" hex-head
cap screws and washers. Loosely
attach the runners with the cap
screws and washers, square the
fence to the fully raised blade, and
then tighten the screws. Make a
test cut, and readjust if necessary.
When correct, you’ll get perfectly
square crosscuts every time.
—Andy Rae, Asheville,
North Carolina

Share a Slick Tip. Win Cash or a Prize!

Here’s your chance to help someone become a better woodworker
and get rewarded for the effort. Next issue’s Top Tip will receive a
Woodcraft Gift Card worth $250. Runners-up will receive $125 for an
illustrated tip; $75 for a non-illustrated one. Winning entries become
the property of Woodcraft Magazine. Send your original ideas to:
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg,
WV 26102-7020 or email editor@woodcraftmagazine.com.
Important: Please include your phone number, as an editor will
need to call you if your trick is considered for publication.
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Hex-head cap
screw 1⁄4-20 × 1"

Counterbore for
machine screw
head and washer

Tap for 1⁄4-20 threads.

Workpiece

R

BIG GATOR TOOLS

V-DrillGuides
Drill Straight – Every Time!
Can be used on flat surfaces,
round parts and corners.

www.BigGatorTools.com

913-377-2444

Attach handle
for safe feeding.

Seat wedge stock in
notch to make cut.

Zero-clearance
base prevents
wedges from
falling into
throat opening.

Grain
direction

Automaxx™ Clamps adjust
automatically to match any thickness
Just set the clamping pressure once,
and Automaxx™does the rest!

You set
the clamping
pressure
The clamp
adjusts to any
thickness

Wedge cutting jig
When making wedged through mortise-andtenon joints, I need the wedges to be spot-on,
and I often require lots of them. To quickly and
accurately bandsaw multiple wedges, I use a
thick block of wood with wedge-shaped notches
cut into its side. To make a jig like this, begin
with a squared chunk of 8/4 or 12/4 scrap about
7" wide by 9" long, adding a handle for safety.
Notch the edge to match the angle of your desired
wedge. (My jig includes 3°, 4°, and 5° notches.)
To make your wedges, first prepare your wedge
blank by thicknessing a board to the desired
width of your wedges. Then crosscut away a piece
that equals the desired length of the wedges.
Next, offset the bandsaw fence from the blade a
distance equal to the width of the jig. Nestle the
end of the wedge blank in the notch, and then slice
off a wedge. Test-fit it in your joint, readjusting
the fence if necessary to adjust the thickness of
the wedge to create a sharper or blunter point.
When your fence is set properly, cut a few
inches into a piece of plywood, and clamp or
tape it to the table surrounding the blade as
a zero-clearance base. Now cut a wedge as
before. Then rotate the stock 180° and reinsert
the same end in the notch to make the next
cut. Repeat to make all subsequent wedges.
—Alan Turner, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Illustrations: Chris Glowacki

Available in Face Clamp
and Bench Klamp styles.
Visit www.kregtool.com
to see them in action.

The American Woodshop
with Scott & Suzy Phillips

Season 20 Home Restorations
Home and Away
Green Energy Solutions
Presented by - WBGU
Public Television

WBGU Public Television presents
13 PBS TV shows of The American
Woodshop “Home Restorations.”
Season 20 Re-creates restored furniture
accents for every home. See the innovations
that Rebuild, Recycle and Renew
beautiful spaces!!!! Get your Tools Out!!!
Join Scott & Suzy to get the most out
of your woodshop tools! See new tools,
glues & finishes in action.

wbgu.org/americanwoodshop
The American Woodshop Is Underwritten By:

Woodcraft Supply, Delta Power Equipment, Kreg Tool Company,
Gorilla Glue & Easy Wood Tools
© 2013 Sylvan Tool Works, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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Edging

Inﬂate glove with
compressed air to remove
it without tearing
or inverting it.

Taking oﬀ the gloves
without a ﬁght
When hand-applying finishes, I often wear
disposable gloves. Unfortunately, removing
them usually resulted in tearing or inverting
them, making their reuse impractical. One day
it dawned on me that compressed air might
help me get more life from lightly-used pairs. I
slipped the air nozzle in at the wrist and pulled
the trigger. Sure enough, I was then able to
easily slip my hand out of the inflated glove
without damaging it or turning it inside out.
—Dennis Beadles, Mount Juliet, Tennessee

Squeeze opposing wedges
together under clamp bar
to apply clamping pressure
to workpiece edge.

Improvised edge clamp
I needed to glue a piece of edging to a panel
where it would have been awkward to span the
panel’s surface with long bar or pipe clamps.
Then I remembered a trick a friend showed
me a long time ago. I secured a couple F-style
clamps to the panel as shown, and slipped
opposing wedges between the clamp bar and
the edging to apply clamping pressure.
—Alan Wahlburg, Knoxville, Tennessee

COMPLETE THE JOB WITH THE POWER OF FORCE™

1.1 AMP ROTARY TOOL KIT
Spindle Lock Quick-Change For Different Accessories

ROTARY TOOL KIT 158538

Outer Carbon Brush Extended Lifetime
Variable Speed Professional-Looking Cuts & Finish

2.2 AMP MULTI-PURPOSE TOOL
Variable Speed Optimized For Different Materials

MULTI-PURPOSE
TOOL - 158539

Over Mould Comfort Grip Increased Control And Handling
Dust Tube Cleaner Work Area

7.5 AMP ANGLE GRINDER
Spindle Lock Quick & Easy Disc Changes
Side Handle More Control, Better Handling
Soft Grip For Better Comfort

ANGLE GRINDER 158540

Available at Woodcraft! For A Free Catalog Or To Find Your

Local Woodcraft Store, Visit www.woodcraft.com Or Call 800-225-1153.

3939 Royal Dr., Kennesaw, GA 30144 T 1-866-902-9690
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New product

™

Solid Body Fit Thread Sizes: 1”- 8, 1 1/4” - 8, and M33 - 3.5

Other Easy Chuck
exclusives:
Snap-Lock™

Hardened jaws and jaw slides
will last for generations

Change out jaw sets in
under 30 seconds and get
right to your next project

Rounded jaw corners for
safety that will not cut your
knuckles

S LT

Jaws are not numbered
They can go in any slot
Strong jaw design
uses no screws for

mounting

Quickly adjust the gripping
diameter with just your fingertips!
Then final tighten with included chuck key

See videos at www.woodturning.com

| 1-866-963-0294
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SUBSCRIBE!

2 YEARS for $29.99!
go to woodcraftmagazine.com
and click SUBSCRIBE
-or-

Complete the form below and
mail in an envelope addressed to:
WOODCRAFT MAGAZINE
PO BOX 7020
PARKERSBURG WV 26102-9916

□ Payment Enclosed

□ Bill Me
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State
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E-mail

Send in now to get

2 Years for $29.99!

Best-ever
LUMBER RACK

Projects, Techniques and Products

Build this
classic

SPICE BOX

And learn how to…

or go to woodcraftmagazine.com and click SUBSCRIBE

Dovetail a case
Divide a cabinet into
compartments
Create a cornice

By providing my e-mail address, I am indicating I’d like to receive information
about my subscription and other offers from Woodcraft Magazine via e-mail.
Outside of the U.S and Canada add $30 for postage.
Foreign orders must be prepaid. Payment in U.S. Funds only.

DECORATIVE FINISHES
Done Right

Plus…

4 more projects
Famous furniture

Build Better
with a CUT LIST

