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Share a Slick Tip.
Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to help someone become 
a bett er woodworker and get rewarded for 
the eff ort. Next issue’s Top Tip will receive an 
Incra Miter Combo Value Pack for a total value 
of $299.99. Runners-up will receive $125 for 
an illustrated ti p; $75 for an non-illustrated 
one. Winning entries become the property of 
Woodcraft  Magazine. Send your original ideas to:
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  Magazine, P.O. Box 
7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or email 
editor@woodcraft magazine.com. Important: 
Please include your phone 
number, as an editor will 
need to call you if 
your trick is 
considered for 
publicati on.

Tips & Tricks

TOP TIP
Adjustable drawer-
planing perch
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To plane a drawer side, you 
typically need to hang it on a 
support board that’s cantilevered 
off the edge of your bench. The 
problem is that the work can 
shift around on a board whose 
width doesn’t exactly match 
the inside dimension of the 
drawer box, and clamps can 
get in the way of planing.

Instead of a single board, I 
use sticks because they can be 
wedged to apply pressure against 
the sides of any sized drawer 
to secure it without clamps. To 
create the setup, extend three 
stout sticks across your bench 

as shown, with one of 
them resting against a 
projecting bench dog. 
With the drawer hanging 
on the cantilevered ends 
of the sticks, clamp their 
opposite ends to the 
bench, and then wedge 
a couple of cross sticks 
between them to create 
pressure against the sides 
of the box. (Note that 
the center cantilevered 
stick supplies support for full-
length planing of the drawer 
side. If you’re just cleaning up 
the joints at the corners, you can 

omit it.) When planing, work in 
the direction of the bench dog.
—Philip Houck, Boston, 
Massachusetts

Bench dog Support 
sti ck

Plane against 
bench dog.

Wedge spreader sti ck in 
place to drive support sti cks 
against sides of drawer.
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A framing square can be useful 
for laying out large panels, 
but its lack of a shoulder 
makes it difficult to register 
a leg accurately against the 
edge of the workpiece. Sure, 
you can retract the square 
enough to drop the inside edge 
of the lower leg against the 
workpiece edge, but that raises 
one edge of the other leg off 
the workpiece, compromising 
layout accuracy. It also shortens 
the reach of the square.

My simple fix is to pinch the 
stock (the body) of a try-square 
against the framing square leg 

as I’m placing both against the 
workpiece edge. Obviously, the 
longer the try-square stock, 
the better, but even the head 
on a 12ʺ combination square 

provides plenty of registration 
as long as you pinch the two 
squares together tightly.
—Alejandro Balbis, Longueuil, 
Quebec, Canada,

Give a framing  
square the edge

Pinch try-square and framing 
square together while 
registering shoulder of try-
square against workpiece.
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My new cordless drill came with everything I 
needed except for a driver tip holder. I solved this 
problem by attaching a small rare-earth magnet 
to the body of the drill using epoxy. While you’re 
driving screws, the magnet provides a great 
parking place for a bit in use. If you find yourself 
switching out several different bits for drilling 
pilot holes, clearance holes, and countersinks in 
sequence, consider attaching two or even three 
magnets to your drill to accommodate everything.
—Bill Wells, Olympia, Washington

A magnetic tip holder

Tips & Tricks

Epoxy one or more 
magnets to the drill 
body to hold bits.
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Tape overlay sketch pad

When laying out screw hole locations offset 
from the edge of a workpiece, I used to set a 
combination square to do the job. But then I 
remembered that I saw a carpenter once using 
a rabbeted block to mark the offset for his door 
and window trim reveals. I decided to make 
my block do quadruple duty by rabbeting all 
four edges to different commonly used offsets. 
When I found that the block also served as a 
great tablesaw and router depth gauge, I made 
a couple more to create a total of 12 rabbets, 
ranging through 3⁄4ʺ in 1⁄16ʺ increments.
—Serge Duclos, Delson, Québec, Canada

Whether it’s a wooden handle for a small box, or 
the shape of a cutting board, it’s amazing how 
hard it can be to make a curve appear simple, 
especially when you’re working with unusual 
grain. Truth be told, most of my “organic” curves 
are carefully planned. To do this, I cover the face 
of the workpiece with a few strips of packing tape, 
or a clear plastic page protector, and then draw the 
shape on it using a grease pencil. Unlike an errant 
cut, mistakes can be wiped away with a rag.
—Joe Hurst, senior editor

Offset and depth 
gauge block

Hold appropriate edge of 
rabbeted block against 
workpiece to mark desired 
offset of screw holes.

Stand block on edge to 
serve as a height gauge for 
a sawblade or router bit.
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