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Tips & Tricks

TOP TIP

When I’m relief-carving panels, I 
prefer to work at an easel, which 
reduces the amount this old back 
has to bend. While working on an 
intricate design recently, I found 
myself constantly reorienting the 
panel to allow carving with the 
grain. To make the job easier, I 
screwed a rotating platform to the 
easel, attaching the carved panel 
to the platform by wedging it 
between cleats, as shown.  
Now I can simply rotate the 
platform and workpiece as 
necessary to gain the best angle of attack.

I find that the single pivot screw creates enough 
friction between the unfinished easel top and 

platform to stabilize the platform. However, if I 
find it shifting under tool pressure, I’ll drive an 
additional locking screw through its corner.
—Philip Houck, Boston, Massachusetts

Share a Slick Tip. Win Cash or a Prize!
Next issue’s Top Tip will receive a Flexcut Deluxe 21-pc. Starter 
Carver Set and a Work Sharp Knife and Tool Sharpener, for a total 
value of $270. Runners-up will receive $125 for an illustrated tip; 
$75 Winning entries become the property of Woodcraft Magazine. 
Send your original ideas to: Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft® Magazine, 
P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 or email editor@
woodcraftmagazine.com. Important: Please include your phone 
number, as an editor will need to call you if your tip or 
trick is considered for publication.

Rotating 
carver’s easel

Workpiece
Secure workpiece 
with wedge driven 
against fixed cleat.

Although I have plenty of pipe clamps in various 
lengths, there have been times when I needed more 
reach. Yes, I know that you can attach pipe couplers 
to the tail end of a pipe to extend it, but that’s too 
much hassle. There’s a much quicker and easier way.

I just select two clamps of appropriate length 
and rotate their jaws to interlock as shown. 
While this isn’t necessarily the best approach for 
edge-gluing panels, it works great for assembling 
very wide cabinets, attaching edging from a 
distance, and other long-reach clamping chores.
—Mark Clement, Biloxi, Mississippi

Daisy-chaining  
pipe clamps

Rotate adjustable 
jaws to link pipe 
clamps together.
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   V-DrillGuides
Drill Straight – Every Time!
Can be used on flat surfaces, 
round parts and corners.

www.BigGatorTools.com
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New Look 
Same Great Products

Bostik GlideCote 
(formerly TopCote)
Table & Tool Surface Sealant
• Eliminates “hang-ups” and protects  

tools and equipment from rust.
• Contains no silicone or petroleum oil.
• Will not stain wood or interfere 

with glue or fi nishes.

Bostik BladeCote
(formerly DriCote)
Blade & Bit Lubricant
• Extends life of blades and 

bit by up to 3 times.
• Contains no silicone or petroleum oil.
• Will not stain wood or interfere 

with glue or fi nishes.

Available at

Screw rotating platform 
to easel at center.

Construct 
easel from 
plywood.

Secure easel at 
edge of bench using 
screws or clamps.

Optional 
locking 
screw
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Boeshield T-9®, developed by Boeing, is the
solution for the lubrication and protection of
your woodworking tools. Boeshield T-9®,
along with Rust Free™ and Blade & Bit™,
is the total care system you’ve been looking
for to protect your tool investment. 

For more information contact us at 
800-962-1732 or at www.boeshield.com.

"There's only one choice for protectant as far as
we're concerned: Boeshield T-9®." WOOD Magazine

March, 2004

The problem with router 
chamfering bits is that they tend 
to tear out end grain, so when 
chamfering the end of a board, I 
prefer to do the job by sanding. 
To guide the workpiece, I employ 
a scrap wood jig with a tall fence 
clamped at a 45° angle to the face 
of my stationary belt sander. After 
marking the desired chamfer 
on the board’s end, I then place 
the workpiece on edge against 
the fence. With the tool running, 
I ease the end against the belt, 
chamfering the long edge to the 

line. I then flip the workpiece 
and chamfer the opposite edge.

Next, I lay the board face 
down with its edge against the 
fence and chamfer a short edge, 
flipping it to do the remaining 
short edge. (You can use this jig 
to chamfer tenon ends like those 
found on the rails in the Arts & 
Crafts bookcase on page 52.)
—Tom Svec, Lockhaven, 
Pennsylvania
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Sander chamfering
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Set fence at 45° 
to sanding belt.

Secure 
fence to 
auxiliary 
table.
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