
Hot New Tools

Accu-Cut grows up
Kreg Accu-Cut XL

Woodworkers, DIYers, and professional 
contractors took notice when Kreg 
Tools introduced a track saw system 
in 2016 that allowed users to attach 
their existing circular saws, bypassing 
the expense of a designated track 
saw. The Accu-Cut’s main limitation 
was its cutting length—just enough 
to crosscut a full sheet of plywood. 
Favorable reviews were matched by 
an outcry for a longer track. At last, 
the new Accu-Cut XL offers all the 
benefits of its predecessor, but with 
the “full-sheet-length” capacity that 
had been missing with the original. 

This guide system saw plenty of use 
in my shop and at a house renova-
tion project. One of the best features 

of this system is the way that the sled 
attaches to a circular saw. After initially 
positioning the pair of clamps used 
to connect your saw to the baseplate 
and setting the registration stop, the 
saw can be removed and attached to 
the same position on the sled in less 
than a minute. In addition to being 
an obvious cost savings, the ability 
to use the same saw for both track 
and freehand cuts is a huge conve-
nience on a jobsite. (Note: The sled 
works with right and left-bladed 
saws. Worm-drive saws aren’t recom-
mended because the motor’s weight 
falls behind the sled instead of over it.)

I was initially hesitant about making 
cuts without using clamps to hold the 

track in place, but I needn’t have wor-
ried. The track’s weight (significantly 
more than typical clamp-on straight-
edge guides), combined with the 
grip of anti-slip guide strips, kept the 
track securely on the plywood. Like 
other track saw systems, the initial cut 
through the strip creates an accurate 
cut line that facilitates line-splitting 
accuracy with subsequent cuts. The 
guide strips also reduce chipping along 
the cut. Unlike other tracks, Kreg’s track 
has guide strips on both sides, doubling 
the track’s working time before you 
need to attach a replacement strip.

Unfortunately, the Accu-Cut XL 
cannot make beveled cuts. The fault 
is not with the track, but is due to the 
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Overview
• Kit includes sled and 

four 261⁄2" interlocking 
track sections. Total 
track length 106".

• Sled can be attached to most
direct drive circular saws.

• Track stays in place without clamps.
• $159.99.

Kit includes sled and 
" interlocking 

Sled can be attached to most
direct drive circular saws.
Track stays in place without clamps.

design of standard circular 
saws. Because of the way most 
saws pivot, adjusting the bevel 
angle would cut into the track. 
But if you need a convenient, 
accurate way to make straight 
cuts in sheet goods and long 
boards, Accu-Cut XL gets 
you there for a good price.

NOTE: For folks who 
already own the 48" Accu-Cut, 
Kreg now o� ers an “Expansion 
Pack” for $89.99 that doubles 
the cutting length. � is kit 
includes two 26½  " sections of 
track, six steel track connectors, 
and new anti-slip guide strips.
—Tester, Tim Snyder

Base plate 
clamps

Registration 
stop
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Tips & TricksHot New Tools

New Laguna lathe is a turner’s delight
Laguna Revo 12|16

Laguna’s new REVO lathe made a 
favorable first impression. It was 
good to see critical parts made 
from well-machined cast-iron, 
along with oversized, easy-to-use 
controls. The heavy-duty steel 
stand designed for this lathe is 
equally impressive. You can adjust 
the optional stand to put your 
spindle centers 39" to 45" high, 
and there’s a large shelf that will 
keep plenty of turning tools and 
accessories within easy reach.

Although mid-sized (the 
swing over the bed is 121/2" and 
the distance between centers is 
151/2"), this Laguna has features 
and power that more closely 

match lathes that cost twice 
as much. Three speed ranges 
provide RPMs from 50-3500, and 
belt changes are quick and easy, 
thanks to a cleverly designed 
cam-action lever. Upgraded 
bearings provide a higher load 
rating than I’ll ever need, and 
Laguna’s innovative speed control 
system delivers better torque 
and efficiency than conven-
tional speed control circuitry. 

The lathe that I tested came 
with the accessory stand ($325), 
and a task light ($150) with an 
articulating arm that enable you 
to get extra illumination exactly 
where it’s needed. Other acces-

sories include a mobility kit 
for the stand ($150), and a 10" 
outboard table and banjo ($150).  

Aside from a few nooks and 
crannies in the stand that made 
great chip-catchers, the REVO 
was a pleasure to use. I turned an 
acrylic handle for a cheese slicer, 
a small cherry bowl, and a larger 
bowl made from a coolibah burl. 

I got vibration-free perfor-
mance and enjoyed how easy 
everything worked—from the 
speed control to the tool rest’s 
height adjustment. Right out 
of the box, this lathe is ready 
to work, and built to last. n
—Tester, Ben Bice
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Overview
• Electronic Variable Speed & 

RPM Digital Read Out (DRO)
• Tool-less Belt Change
• 1 HP, 110 volts
• Forward & Reverse Spindle Rotation
• Hardened Leading Edge/Cast Iron Banjo
• $799

Optional 
fl oodlight

Optional stand
with tool storage

RPM digital 
read out

Electronic 
variable
speed control

Electronic 

Hardened leading
edge tool rest

Tool-less belt 
change lever

Forward/
reverse 
switch

Forward/
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