
To understand why woodworking education is important,  
go back to its roots. By Mary Ann Moberg 

BACK TO SCHOOL

WOODWORKING EDUCATION PROGRAMS date back to 
the 1800s, when they were first developed by Sweden’s Otto 
Salomon and dubbed “Educational Sloyd.” 

“It is usual [for Sloyd] to bring forward: pleasure in bodily 
labor, and respect for it, habits of independence, order, 
accuracy, attention and industry, increase of physical strength, 
development of the power of observation in the eye and of 
execution in the hand,” Salomon wrote.

Over time, Sloyd (a Scandinavian word for “handicraft”) 
became known simply as “manual training,” and later developed 
into what we call technology education, or vocational 
classes. Although the terminology may have changed, most 
woodworking instructors will tell you the unseen benefits of 
studying woodworking are the same today as when they were 
laid forth by Salomon more than a century ago.

Unfortunately, as Fox News 
reported Sept. 22, 2004, “In high 
schools around the country 
vocational classes – auto shop, 
woodshop, metal shop – are be-
ing phased out.”

The news report further states 
that “as the number of vocational 
education classes has gone down, 
the high school dropout rate 
across the country has gone up. 
Experts don’t yet know if there’s 
a correlation, but they do know 
schools today are geared more 
for the college-bound than the 
blue collar-bound.”

This condition is particularly 
troubling to past and present 
woodworking educators who 
have devoted their careers to 
promoting shop curricula that 
are rich in biology, mathemat-
ical practice, botanical origins, 
community involvement and the 
basics of business.

Doug Stowe, in the Aug. 2004 
issue of Woodwork, wrote, “At the 
present time, with woodworking 
programs being phased out in 
many public schools, it may be 
useful to look back at Sloyd to 
gain an understanding of how we 
have missed our course.”

Begin at the  
beginning
To understand the benefits of the 
Sloyd approach, it might be help-
ful to reflect upon the goals and 
benefits of a vocational program 
such as woodworking, most of 
which haven’t changed for many 
years. Between 1880 and 1907, 
Salomon founded a training 
college for Swedish Educational 
Sloyd, which focused on the fol-
lowing aims: 
• To instill a taste for, and an ap-
preciation of, work in general
• To create a respect for hard, 
honest, physical labor
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• To develop independence and 
self-reliance
• To provide training in the habits 
of order, accuracy, cleanliness and 
neatness
• To train the eye to see accurately 
and to appreciate the sense of beau-
ty in form
• To develop a sense of touch and to 
give general dexterity to the hand
• To inculcate the habits of atten-
tion, industry, perseverance and 
patience
• To promote the development of 
the body’s physical powers
• To acquire dexterity in the use of 
tools
• To execute precise work and to 
produce useful products

In an effort to turn these aims 
into revitalized concepts, Woodcraft 
Supply Corp. and the New England 
Association of Woodworking Teach-
ers (NEAWT) have jointly devel-
oped a program for woodworking 
educators. This initiative consists of 
workshops designed to link educa-
tors and align curricula, develop and 
share related lesson plans, incorpo-
rate subsidy projects, and create an 
instructors’ Web site to coordinate 
and enhance lesson-plan models. As 
you’ll see in a moment, it is this last 
portion of the initiative – an instruc-
tors’ Web site – that has the poten-
tial to be most outreaching.

The initial pilot workshops were 
conducted by Jack Grube, who 
founded NEAWT in 2001 and pre-
sented “Developing Woodworking 
Lesson Plans” at the Technology Ed-
ucation Association of Massachusetts 
conference in 2004. 

“Through this partnership with 
Woodcraft, we hope to reintroduce 
America to the importance that 
hands-on classes like woodworking 
have in preparing students for the 
personal and academic challenges 
they will confront in their lives,” 
Grube said. “The aims that Otto Sa-
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lomon listed over 100 years ago are 
needed more now than ever before.” 
Our mutual intent is to reverse the 
nationwide trend toward waning 
support of, and participation in, 
woodworking classes.  

Delivering under  
an ultimatum
In 1987, Craig Conrad, a wood-
working instructor at Moffat Coun-
ty High School in Craig, Colo., was 
given an ultimatum by the super-
intendent of school district: Make 
the school’s woodworking program 
successful in one year, or witness its 
demise. 

“My situation back then was not 
much different from the reality of 
many woodworking programs right 
now,” Conrad said. “All across the 
country in junior and senior high 
schools and colleges, woodworking 
programs are going by the way of 
the dinosaurs. Back then, it was 
sink or swim; I really didn’t have a 
choice. Not only did [my students 
and I] swim, we brought the dino-
saur roaring back to life! I give the 
credit to my students and a concept 
I call ‘Unstoppable Shops,’ which 
has poured over $300,000 into my 
program through the years and has 
earned our woodshop class interna-
tional recognition.” 

Bob Spencer, Woodcraft Supply 
Corp.’s director of education, is 
pleased to be part of this initiative 
with Grube, Conrad and a growing 
number of willing participants. 

“I’ve learned so much from 
individuals in the woodworking 
community across this country,” 
Spencer said. “For many woodshop 
teachers, scratch the surface of 
the current mentality to push for 
‘academics only,’ and you’ll find a 
craftsman bursting with inspiration, 
devotion and skill. These instructors 
are standing in line to tout the ben-

xcellence is in the 
details, and that's 
what you'll find 

E 

For your local Woodcraft store, 
visit www.woodcraft.com, 
or for a free catalog, call  
800 542-9115
Dept.05WD01P

 The Woodcraft catalog has 
the details. New products 
every month, name brands, 
exclusive brands -  
all the best in woodworking 
tools, accessories, hardware 
and finishing.
 Complete your next proj-
ect, or outfit a complete shop 
with hand tools, power tools, 
accessories and supplies 
from the Woodcraft catalog. 
It all comes with our 1 year 
unconditional satisfaction 
guarantee.  
 See the Woodcraft catalog 



efits of a time-honored tradition of 
learning and to share their programs 
in pursuit of helping others.” 

If there was ever a time to step 
in, take action and grasp an oppor-
tunity to make a difference, this is it. 
It will require the assistance of indi-
vidual woodworkers, woodworking 
associations, supportive formal 
educational programs and corporate 
sponsorships to devise a successful 
plan to revitalize the future of wood 
craftsmanship. We must focus on 
increasing awareness and promoting 
woodworking education through 
working together and sharing ideas.

Most of us learned the lessons 
of Salomon in a much less formal 
setting. Perhaps your first woodshop 
experience was as a child, playing 
in the wood shavings pile while 
your grandfather worked skillfully 
to finish the turned bowl and can-
dlesticks destined to be gifts for 
your grandmother. The fact that, 
years later, those items are proudly 
displayed heirlooms your family 

will forever cherish is a testament 
not only to the craftsman, but to the 
craft as well. Maybe that experience 
led you to teach your own children 
and grandchildren the same skills in 
pursuit of new treasures. Whatever 
your experience, skill set, associa-
tion or foundation in woodworking, 
you can help preserve and grow the 
time-honored institution.

If you’re currently a woodwork-
ing instructor, start preparing your 
thoughts, lesson plans and subsidy 
ideas to post on the instructors’ Web 
site, which goes live on Jan. 1, 2005. 
If you’re a retired woodworking edu-
cator, we consider you a valuable re-
source of experience and perspective. 
Get ready to log on and share your 
talents.

If you’re a woodworker who 
wants to help in your community 
and contribute information, we 
need you, too.

We’re also looking for help from 
members of woodworking associa-
tions, employees and executives of 
companies interested in furthering 
educational pursuits, and individu-
als who want to contribute.

In the next few months, we plan 
to develop both the Workshop for 
Educators and the Woodworking 
Teacher’s Network. Interested read-
ers near Woburn, Mass., can enroll 
in the 10-class workshop series by 
contacting the local Woodcraft store 
at (781) 935-6414 or boston-retail@
woodcraft.com.

Anyone else may contact Wood-
craft’s Education Department by  
e-mail at education@woodcraft.com.

There’s a Woodworking 
Guild Near You
There are hundreds of woodworking 
guilds, clubs and organizations across 
the country. No matter where you live, 
there’s a woodworking or arts guild in 
your home state. Here’s a state-by-state 
listing of representative woodworking 
guilds and organizations.

Alabama
Alabama Woodworkers Guild
P.O. Box 26665
Birmingham, AL 35260
www.alabamawoodworkersguild.org

Alaska
Alaska Creative Woodworkers Assoc. 
P.O. Box 201796 
Anchorage, AK 99520-1796

Arkansas
Woodworkers Association of Arkansas
16 Chicot Drive
Maumelle, AR 72113
www.woodworkersofarkansas.org

Arizona
Arizona Association of Fine  
Woodworkers
P.O. Box 1905
Gilbert, AZ 85299-1905
www.azfinewoodworkers.org

California
Bay Area Woodworkers Assoc.
P.O. Box 2764
Menlo Park, CA 94026-2764
www.geocities.com/bawanewsletter

Colorado
Colorado Woodworkers Guild
P.O. Box 480561
Denver, CO 80248
www.coloradowoodworkersguild.org

Connecticut
Woodworkers Guild of Connecticut 
330 Sullivan Ave. 
S. Windsor, CT 06074
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Delaware
Nanticoke Woodcarvers Guild 
2 West St. 
Bethel, DE 19931 

Florida
Brevard Woodworker’s Club
4049 Arlington Ave.
Mims, FL 32754

Georgia
Woodworkers’ Guild of Georgia
P.O. Box 8006
Atlanta, GA 31106-0006
www.woodworkersguildofga.org

Hawaii
Maui Woodworkers Guild
P.O. Box 826
Makawao, HI 96768
www.mauiguild.com

Idaho
Boise Network Woodworkers 
7107 Glenridge View 
Boise, ID 83709

Illinois
Rock River Carvers
1212 Third Ave.
Sterling, IL 61081

Indiana
Kokomo Woodworkers Club 
3205 Tallyho Dr. 
Kokomo, IN 46902

Iowa
Des Moines Woodworkers 
Association Inc.
8160 Heather Bow
Des Moines, IA 50131-8705
www.dmwoodworkers.com

Kansas
Pittsburg Area Woodcarvers 
306 E. Hudson 
Pittsburg, KS 67762

Kentucky
Kentucky Guild of Artists  
& Craftsmen, Inc. 
103 Parkway 
Berea, KY 40403-9114 
www.kyguild.org

Louisiana
Shreveport Association 
of Woodworkers
1560 W. Kirby Place
Shreveport, LA 71103

Maine
Maine Crafts Guild
P.O. Box 10832
Portland, ME 04104
www.mainecraftsguild.com

Maryland
Chesapeake Woodturners
13410 Arctic Ave.
Rockville, MD 20853-2932
www.chesapeakewoodturners.com

Massachusetts
Woodworker’s Guild of Cape Cod
P.O. Box 1031
Harwich, MA 02645-5050

Michigan
Michigan Association 
of Woodturners
1673 Woodlake Circle
Brighton, MI 48116
www.michiganwoodturner.org

Minnesota
Minnesota Woodworkers Guild
10507 Vessey Road 
Bloomington, MN 55437
www.minnesotawoodworkers 
guild.com

Mississippi
Pearl River WoodCarvers
109 Mickie Drive
Brandon, MS 39042

Missouri
St. Louis Woodworkers’ Guild
5605 N. Lindbergh
Hazelwood, MO 63042
www.stlwoodworkersguild.org

Montana
Montana Woodcarvers Assoc. 
1119 11th Ave. 
Laurel, MT 59044

Nebraska
Omaha Woodworkers Guild
P.O. Box 241403
Omaha, NE 68124-5403
www.omahawoodworkers.com

Nevada
Nevada Woodchucks
4353 Bareback Court
Sparks, NV 89436
www.nevadawoodchucks.org

New Hampshire
League of NH Craftsmen
205 N. Main St.
Concord, NH 03301-5080
www.nhcrafts.org

New Jersey
Central Jersey Woodworkers 
Association
P.O. Box 271
Holmdel, NJ 07733
www.cjwa.org

New Mexico
Albuquerque Woodworkers  
Association
P.O. Box 36133
Albuquerque, NM 87176-6133

New York
Long Island Woodworkers Club
1238 Church St.
Bohemia, NY 11716
www.liwoodworkers.org

North Carolina
Charlotte Woodworkers Association
3828 Selwyn Ave.
Charlotte, NC 28209

North Dakota
Flickertail Woodcarvers
P.O. Box 7473
Bismarck, ND 58507

Ohio
Cincinnati Woodworking Club 
7422 Silver Creek Rd.
Cleves, OH 45002
www.cincinnatiwoodworkingclub.org
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