
Forseeing what the “workshop of the future” might look like can be tricky business.  
Here’s what brave predictors in the ’30s and ’40s came up with. By Dana Martin Batory

ANTIQUE TOOL MARKET

THIS “POST-WAR WORKSHOP” was featured in the November 1944 issue of Popular 
Homecraft. It featured all the necessary tools, modern-styled storage cabinets and 
workbench, and a comfortable nook complete with couch and telephone.
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The Century of Progress fair and 
exposition marked the 100th anni-
versary of Chicago, and opened in 
1933 on a narrow strip of reclaimed 
land along Lake Michigan. The ex-
hibits of science and industry were 
considered the best ever assembled 
in the United States up to that time. 
Aimed at the average citizen, they 
emphasized the remarkable devel-
opments resulting from the union of 
science and industry.

Some of the structures Perry 
described were modern or cut-
ting-edge only in their building 
materials; others were modernistic 
in design, but built of traditional 
materials used in new ways; still 
others were completely modern in 
both design and materials.

“One of the most significant in-
dications of the importance of the 
home workshop,” continued Perry, 
“is to be found in the ‘House of 
Tomorrow.’ Ultra-modern in con-
ception and design, this house is at-
tracting tremendous attention from 
the visitors to the Fair.”

Perry ignored the house’s glass 
walls, sun decks and outdoor living 
rooms, central staircase, combina-
tion garage and hangar, modern 
heating and cooling plant, and all 
the built-in labor-saving gadgets. 
Instead he concentrated on the ar-
chitect’s non-traditional conception 
of a proper recreation room.

“Mr. George Fred Keck, the ar-
chitect responsible for this design,” 

KNOWING WHERE WE CAME FROM – and knowing about the tools we used 
back then – can give us all a better appreciation for modern woodworking 
equipment and techniques. I thought it might be fun to take a look into the past 
with an eye to predicting the future. 

We all have a vision of what would constitute the perfect woodworking  
shop – its size and shape, the tools and machinery, the lighting and even the 
location and number of electrical outlets. But do we dare envision the perfect 
woodworking shop of the distant future? What would it look like?

The concept was first explored more than 70 years ago in an article entitled 
“A Century of Progress: The Home Workshop” in the Sept./Oct. 1933 issue of 
Popular Homecraft, written by editor L. Day Perry. Since we now live in that 
very future, it might be interesting to read what was imagined to be in store 
for us. 

“Down along Lake Michigan, near the southern end of Chicago’s magnif-
icent A Century of Progress,” wrote Perry, “there is an exhibit of great signif-
icance for the future home builder and homeowner of the country. Here are 
displayed, in concrete form, the ideas of leading architects and manufacturers 
as to what the house of the future will be like.”



explained Perry, “realizes that recre-
ation should feed the mind as well 
as relax the body and that the best 
relaxation from the cares of business 
lies in the exercise of the creative 
instinct dormant in all of us. His 
recreation room, consequently, is a 
workshop.”

Back to the future
To understand the difference 

Perry was talking about, take a look 
at the illustrations of a typical early 
1930s workshop. Always an after-
thought, it was usually squeezed 
into a poorly lit, cramped basement 
along with the coal furnace and its 
fuel, or into a small garage. Hard-
ware supplies were stored in old jelly 
and peanut butter jars and coffee 
cans. By contrast, Perry found the 
architect’s vision to be both light 
and airy. 

“It is an ideal place in which to 
spend hours of leisure. It is segmen-
tal in shape and the outer wall is 
practically one large window, ad-
mitting a flood of light to the shop. 
Along one wall are set two neat 
cabinets with shelves and lockers 

for all the hand tools and machine 
attachments the shop owner is ever 
likely to acquire and with storage 
space for screws, nails, paints, var-
nishes, lacquers and all other inci-
dental supplies of the well-equipped 
shop. Screws, nails and similar small 
supplies, incidentally, are stored in 
square glass jars which show at a 
glance their contents, avoiding the 
necessity of labeling and which take 
up little space. There is a place for 
everything, as there should be in the 
workshop, offering no excuse for 
misplaced tools or supplies.”

The cabinets were filled with a 
representative selection of hand 
tools donated by such venerable 
names as the Stanley Works, Mill-

ers Falls Co., Goodell-Pratt Co., 
Cleveland Twist Drill Co. and Rus-
sell-Jennings Co. Machinery was 
furnished by Delta Mfg. Co. which 
took advantage of the event to show 
off several new 1933 models.

On the workshop’s right was a 
No. 620 14" drill press with all its 
cutters, bits and attachments stored 
in an adjoining cabinet. On the left 
were the new No. 700 24" jigsaw 
and the new No. 785 10" bandsaw, 
placed so the operator could imme-
diately switch from one to the other. 
Between the cabinets stood a com-
bination unit consisting of the new 
No. 360 8" table saw with extensions 
and the No. 301 4" jointer mounted 
on the same stand.

At the rear was a sturdy work-
bench by Christiansen Co. of Chica-
go, fitted with stops, vises and draw-
ers. To its left was the new No. 930 
11" lathe. Both were located directly 
under the window. The lathe was 
fitted with a backboard that held all 
the turning tools, centers, chucks 
and other attachments.

“Here is a real recreation room,” 
observed Perry. “Mr. Keck is to be 
congratulated upon realizing the 
significance of the home workshop 
as a place of true relaxation and en-
joyment; enjoyment far deeper and 
more lasting than that furnished by 
the conventional ‘recreation’ room.

“The house of tomorrow must 
take cognizance of increased hours 
of leisure and there can be no more 
fitting provision than that of the 
home workshop, where one may 
find enjoyment and relaxation in 
creating things of utility and beauty. 
It is a place for youth and maturity, 
for we all possess the urge to create 
and to do in a typically human me-
chanical way.”

Popular Homecraft was also in 
charge of the Home Workshop Ex-
hibit located in the third pavilion, 
second floor, of the General Exhibits 

THE RECREATION ROOM in 1933’s 
“House of Tomorrow” was a workshop.
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THE “CENTURY OF PROGRESS” building depicted in Popular Homecraft in 1933.



Building at the fair. Here the visitor 
could not only visit a woodshop 
filled with hand tools and machin-
ery, but see woodworkers actually 
making items.

Though the country was in the 
middle of a depression, the fair, 
unlike previous expositions, was 
an outstanding success. It was held 
over for the next summer, and not 
only paid off its underwriters, but 
showed a profit.

A post-war future
Popular Homecraft took one 

last stab at predicting what the 
workshop of the future would or 
should look like in “Plan Your Post 
War Workshop,” which appeared 
in the Nov. 1944 issue. It’s an ideal-
ized vision of a perfect – but totally 
impractical – workshop made up 
entirely of machines supplied by 
Delta Mfg. Co., a magazine sponsor. 
The photos speak for themselves, 
and show a woodworking shop with 
an upholstered couch and chair, fig-
urines, wall prints, even a vase with 
cut flowers. Of course, there wasn’t 
a dust collection system in sight. 

ANTIQUE TOOL MARKET

BENCH AND CABINET PLANS were 
included in Popular Homecraft’s 1944 
“Plan Your Post-War Shop” article.
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Forest City Tool

“Forest City technology and aggressive testing ensure 
the best quality tools.”
Forest City has updated machinery and raised inspection standards to guarantee that 
tools meet the expectations of professionals.

“Forest City combines the highest quality of steel 
and experienced personnel to produce top-of-the-line 
woodworking tools.”
Forest City’s reputation for quality is long-standing and rests on the backs of our 
machinists, engineers and inspectors.

“Forest City takes pride in every tool manufactured so 
skilled craftsmen can produce heirloom quality products.”
Forest City produces only industrial grade tooling, designed for longevity and clean, 
accurate cuts.

“American Made Industrial Grade 
Woodworking Tools – since 1890”

FOREST CITY 
TOOL

Hickory, North Carolina
800-343-8944
forestcitytool.biz



One project would have reduced the 
room to a shambles. Clearly it was a 
stage set to promote Delta tools.

The thrust of the article was that 
the time was right to begin planning 
the ideal workshop for after the war.

Some of the machines seen are 
the No. 34-405 10" Unisaw, the No. 
37-206 6" jointer, the No. 28-207 14" 
bandsaw, the No. 40-304 24" jigsaw, 
and the No. 43-205 shaper.

According to the article, “The 
photographs shown here and on the 
cover will give you the general trend 
that many homecrafters will follow 
in their shops of the future. New 
products, materials and surround-
ings promise a future that should 
add much to the enjoyment of your 
workshop hobby. Even the ladies are 
going to feel more at home in the 
woodworking hobby shop than in 
the past; today tells us that.”

It’s obvious that neither effort at 
foretelling the shape of workshops 
to come was accurate. Nevertheless, 
they’re fun to read about.

I’m looking forward to your let-
ters and questions regarding antique 
woodworking tools and machinery.  

Formerly a geologist, Dana Mar-
tin Batory is the author of “Vintage 
Woodworking Machinery: An Illus-
trated Guide to Four Manufacturers,” 
published by Astragal Press. His sec-
ond volume in the series was recently 
published.

We can help identify or determine 
the value of an old tool or machine. 
Send a description, along with a 
clear photograph and your contact 
info, to:
Antique Tool Marketplace
Woodcraft Magazine
1101 Rosemar Rd.
P.O. Box 7020
Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020
Editor@WoodcraftMagazine.com
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“American Made Industrial Grade 
Woodworking Tools – since 1890”

“Whiteside high-quality router bits mean beautifully 
finished projects.”
Whiteside bits are made of solid high-grade carbide and are expertly ground to 
produce the smoothest finish cuts you’ll ever make.

“Whiteside technology and rigorous testing make a 
difference.”
Whiteside uses cutting-edge equipment to produce the perfect profile, and hand-
tests every single bit at every step in the manufacturing process.

“Whiteside and ‘American Made’ mean quality and peace of 
mind.”
Whiteside Machine Co. has made top-quality router bits in North Carolina for more 
than 25 years.

Whiteside Machine Co.
Claremont, North Carolina

800-225-3982
whitesiderouterbits.com

“American Made for the American Woodworker”

WHITESIDE 
MACHINE
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