
Photo: Larry Hamel-Lambert; Illustration: Bobby Schehl

Expert Answers

Rescuing a burned chisel

  Senior editor Tim Snyder replies:
It’s a good bet that most woodworkers 
learn the hard way that grinding 
can easily damage tool steel if 
you’re not careful. Th is is especially 
true when you’re grinding close 
to the tip of the chisel, where 
thin steel can overheat quickly.

To repair your chisel, you’ll fi rst 
have to grind past the discoloration. 
Push the chisel’s tip straight into the 
wheel, creating a fl at surface that 
resembles the tip of a screwdriver. 
Make sure this new surface is square 

with the chisel’s sides. Th en get 
to work on reshaping the bevel, 
taking care to cool the tip in a bowl 
of water when you feel the steel 
get warm. Aim to create a hollow 
grind as shown in the drawing. 
Th is approach leaves room for a 
narrow (1⁄16" or less) microbevel, 
which won’t take long to hone.

Pay attention to how your new edge 
holds its sharpness. If it dulls easily, 
this means that the damaged steel 
extends beyond the discoloration. 
You guessed it: more grinding.

  I recently blued the edge of a chisel, mainly because I was in 
a hurry when trying to grind past a small chip. How bad is the 
damage shown in the photo? What are my options for getting 
the chisel back in top condition?
—Roger Angelof, via email

Step 1: Grind the tip to 
remove the burned section.

Step 2: Reshape the bevel, 
stopping 1⁄16" from the tip.

Burned 
section

Step 3: Finish the edge 
by honing a micro-bevel.

Black and blue. To repair the chisel shown 
above, it’s necessary to grind beyond the 
burned area, and reshape the bevel prior 
to honing, as shown in the drawing.
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Can one table saw 
blade do it all?

  Paul Anthony, author of Taunton’s Complete 
Illustrated Guide to Tablesaws replies:
Yes, a good “combination” or “all-purpose” blade should 
serve most of your typical table saw chores. However, 
such blades are inherently designed for compromise. For 
example, while a top-shelf 40- or 50-tooth combo blade 
will do a very nice job at crosscutting, it may not cut as 
cleanly as a 80- or 100-tooth blade specifically designed 
for the purpose. Likewise, it’ll rip fairly cleanly, but may 
struggle through thick hardwood, often scorching it in 
the process. A “ripping” blade with fewer teeth won’t. 

As for plywood and composition sheet goods, you can 
expect a bit of tear-out and chipping from a combo blade, 
whereas a high-ATB blade with steeper cutting angles and 
perhaps more teeth will cause you less clean-up work.

I’m not implying that a combo blade falls short at fine 
woodworking, because it doesn’t, but “good quality” 
is the key here. Expect to pay $70 to $110 for a blade 
that deserves to be the main resident on your table 
saw. As for supplementing your collection with other 
appropriate blades, see the onlineEXTRA Choosing the 
Right Table Saw Blades at woodcraftmagazine.com. n

  I have been relying on a combination blade to handle all 
the cutting I do on my table saw—crosscuts and rips in solid 
wood, plus sawing plywood. Is this a smart strategy, or will I 
get better results by investing in specialized blades for ripping 
and cutting plywood and other panel materials?
—Art Baumback, via email

We’ll do our best to find the expert and provide the answer.

Have a tough woodworking question?

Mail your query to: 
EXPERT ANSWERS
Woodcraft Magazine
P.O. Box 7020 
Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020

Email us at: 
editor@woodcraftmagazine.com 
Please enter “EXPERT ANSWERS” 
in the subject line.

Ask an EXPERT

Tips & TricksExpert Answers
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