
Needing a way to hone the inner bevels of my carving 
gouges, I made a custom top knob strop for my Work 
Sharp 3000. The knob/strop is effective, easy to make, 
and does not interfere with access to the flat plate.

To make the strop, cut a 1"-thick stack of 2"-diameter 
discs from scrap cowhide, drill center holes in each 
one, and then thread onto a ¼"-20 × 4" carriage bolt. 
Secure the discs to the bolt with a washer and nut, and 
then add a few extra nuts so that the exposed end of the 
bolt is the same length as the original top nut. Finally, 
round the edges of the leather on a belt or disc sander. 
(You can also shape the disc to strop V-shaped tools.)

Screw the strop onto the top of the wheel, charge it 
with your favorite honing compound, and you’re set to 
hone outside and inside bevels at the same station.
—David Dabercoe, Sarasota, Florida

Pre-raising the grain before applying a water-
based dye or topcoat is a good way to deal with 
the fibers that pop up when you add water, but 
if you’re not careful, you could only press down 
the fibers you want to remove. My approach 
may sound unconventional, but it works.

After finish-sanding and wiping the surface 
with a wet sponge, wait until the surface 
dries. Now using your final grit, very lightly 
sand across the grain. Next, sand diagonally 
across the grain in one direction, and then in 
the other. This cross-grained sanding breaks 
away the fibers cleanly. Finish up by sanding 
parallel to the grain, using similar pressure 
to erase any cross-grained scratches.
—Peter Christian, Little Rock, Arkansas
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TOP TIP
Double-headed honer

Sanding against 
the grain for a 
smoother finish
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Pourable Perfection
MirrorCoat is specially formulated to create 
glossy, high build resin surfaces on bars, 
counters and tabletops. Pour a perfect 
durable, smooth, glossy fi nish on many 
surfaces such as wood, ceramics, plaster 
and masonry. 
MirrorCoat is pourable, self-leveling, scratch 
and stain resistant as well as alcohol and 
water proof.

Find a dealer near you at: 
systemthree.com Or call 800.333.5514

Watch the MirrorCoat 
Application Video at 
www.systemthree.com
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Share a Slick Tip. Win Cash or a Prize!
Here’s your chance to help someone become a better woodworker 
and get rewarded for the effort. Next issue’s Top Tip will 
receive a Senco PC0947 Brad Nailer/Compressor Combo Kit 
valued at $200. Runners-up will receive $125 for an illustrated 
tip; $75 for an unillustrated one. Winning entries become the 
property of Woodcraft Magazine. Send your original ideas to:
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft Magazine, P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, 
WV 26102-7020 or email editor@woodcraftmagazine.com.

See the 
Mark

with

Also available, the 
OptiSIGHT®

Available at

For accurate joinery you need 
sharp eyesight. OptiVISOR® is 
a precision binocular headband 
which allows unrestricted 
effi ciency. Give your tired eyes a 
boost with OptiVISOR®.

• Optical Glass Prismatic Lenses.

• Adjustable, High Impact visor.

• Adjustable, Genuine Leather
Comfort Band.

• Can be worn over prescription
or safety eyeglasses.

• Leaves both hands free.

• Precision optical grade acrylic 
prismatic lens.

• Three different interchangeable 
lens plates included.

• Shields out unwanted glare.

• High strength plastic.

Visit woodcraft.com
or call 1-800-225-1153.

from Donegan Optical Company Inc.

Two hinges and four boards 
are all you need to make an 
easy-to-use, easily repeatable 
Euro-hinge drilling jig. Simply 
attach a fence to a scrapwood or 
plywood base, draw a reference 
line halfway across the fence, and 
then attach the two hinged stops 
the same distance from that 
line. (Depending on your doors 
and hardware, this distance 
can be anywhere from 3-6".)
To use the jig, mark out your 
first door so that you can adjust 
the base to set the necessary 
edge clearance, and then set 
the bit depth. Flip down the 
first stop, butt one corner of 
the door against it, and drill 
your first hole. Next, flip the 
first stop up, and lower the 

second stop. Drill the cup hinge 
hole on the adjacent corner.
—Paul Mueller, Chantilly, Virginia

Twin-flip hinge gauge
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Equipped with a narrow 
blade, the bandsaw can 
easily cut small parts. The 
only problem is safely 
handling the pieces. 
It’s best to saw them 
from larger pieces that 
can be gripped at a 
safe distance from the 
blade. When that’s not 
possible, I find that the next 
best thing is to steer the piece 
using erasers at the ends of 
full-length pencils. Stick 
with new pencils with 
soft fresh erasers that 
haven’t  hardened over time.
—Mark Bentley, 
Napa, California

Safe bandsawing of small pieces
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When cutting tenons, it’s easy 
to overcut a shoulder. To correct 
a small gap, assemble the joint, 
and then place a card scraper 
flat on the mortised piece. 
Using the metal as a spacer, 
score around the tenon with 
a knife. Now disassemble the 
joint and use a chisel or plane 
to pare up to your scored line.
When the joint’s reassembled, 
the shaving or two removed from 
the fat edge should allow the 
shoulder to sit seamlessly on the 
joining piece without affecting 
the fit of any other parts.
—Mark Hall, Seneca, New York

Tenon trimming 
trick
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Phone: (804) 426-4366 • http://www.finishingturntable.com

A Great Finish ... With Less Effort!
The Finishing Turntable is a unique and versatile device that allows you 
to securely elevate and effortlessly rotate your projects up to 100 lbs.!!!  

This enables you to: 
•  Improve results with “touch free” access to all sides

•  Eliminate smudges, dents and other finishing imperfections
•  Reduce project mess and clean-up effort

Available at Woodcraft and other woodworking retailers.

12 Adjustable 
Pyramids!

See-saw 
jig handles
Jig handles are not unlike any other hand tool; 
the go-to shop companion must be comfortable 
and intuitive.  Having experimented with dozens 
of different handle shapes and sizes, I found the 
perfect solution hanging on my wall: my favorite 
handsaw. I traced the handle onto a 1¼"-thick 
hardwood blank. (Use whatever scrap you have on 
hand, but I suggest starting with a blank that’s a 
few inches longer and wider than you might need, 
so that you can adapt the handle for multiple jigs.)

After cutting the handle 
to rough shape, invest a little 
time shaping and sanding it, 
and you may find that the jig 
graduates from “one-time” 
use to “new best friend.”
—Andy Rae, Ashville, North Carolina
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