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Tips & Tricks

TOP TIP

Like many furnituremakers, I do my fair 
share of repair work, often involving 
disassembly of chairs and other pieces. I 
have a reversible-jaw pipe clamp that can 
be used as a spreader clamp, but the jaws 
aren’t very long. Plus, I often need more 
than one spreader in play, so I devised this 
wooden spreader jig, based on something 
similar I saw once. The jig is simply a long 
hardwood bar with a �ixed crossbar at one 
end, and a pivoting bar at the other, with a 
bar clamp wired to the �ixed and pivoting 
bars as shown. Tightening the clamp 
creates a strong, controlled spreading 
action on the opposite side of the spreader. 
Size the jig to suit the job, and drill extra 
holes in the long bar when necessary
—Martin Grasse, Denver, Colorado

A simple spreader
BoltPivoti ng barGlue and screw long 

bar to crossbar.

Wire clamp to crossbar 
and pivoti ng bar.

Crossbar

Leather facing 
protects project 
being disassembled.

LOCK-OPEN-
CONNECT!

Organize & Protect 
Your Cargo With A

Customizable TANOS 
T-LOC systainer®

• One-Handed Locking, 
Opening And Connecting

• Fast Linking Of Individual 
Units To Create Single Unit

• Strong, Versatile, 
100% ABS Polymer

• Impact Resistant, Dustproof

Available Exclusively At Woodcraft. Order Yours Today – Visit Your Local 
Woodcraft Store, www.woodcraft.com or Call 800-225-1153.
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I liked Paul Anthony’s squaring sticks in issue 
#70’s Tips & Tricks column. They work great for 
comparing diagonal distances to ensure that 
cabinets and other cases are truly square. However, 
I found that using a spring clamp to hold the 
sticks together in use was a bit clumsy. Instead, I 
made a hardwood collar to do the job, drilling and 

tapping the face grain edge with a #7 drill and 
1⁄4-20 tap to accept a thumbscrew. I also decided 
to downsize the sticks from 3⁄4" to 5⁄8" square to 
make them somewhat easier to handle. Finally, 
I marked increments on one of the sticks, which 
provides easy reference for adjusting them in use.
—Bruce Robertson, Raleigh, North Carolina

Squaring sti cks upgrade

Tongue-and-groove joint 
keeps sti cks parallel.

Thumbscrew
1⁄4-20 × 5⁄8"

Make 15⁄8 × 2" locking collar 
from 1⁄2"-thick hardwood.

1⁄2"

1⁄2"

Make sti cks from 5⁄8" 
square hardwood.

15°

Opti onal 
increments

Cut off  tongue 
at point.

CARVE CONFIDENTLY WITH 
KUTZALL TOOLS
•	 Incredibly	smooth	control
•	 Superior	material	removal
•	 Stays	sharp	longer
•	 Hassle-free	maintenance

Shop our complete line of Burrs,  
Dish Wheels, Sanding Discs & Hand Rasps!

Our entire line is now available at 

www.woodcraft.com
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Planer snipe is hard to avoid. Sure, you can 
cut away the sniped ends, but that’s not 
a good approach with expensive woods. 
Or you can precede and follow the board 
with scrap of the same thickness, but that 
can make for clumsy feeding. Here’s a 
better approach: Joint one face and both 
edges of the board, and make up four 
lengths of straight scrap about 
10" long and just a bit taller than 
the desired �inished thickness 
of the board. Working on a dead-�lat 
surface, attach the strips to the edges 
of the board at both ends using double-
faced tape, extending the scraps about 
4". (Clamp them for a few moments to 
ensure a good bond.) Now when you feed 
the board through the planer, the scrap 
will take the snipe instead of your stock.
—Paul Anthony, senior editor

Snipe-free planing

Att ach strips with 
double-faced tape.

Make strips slightly 
taller than desired 
fi nished thickness.

®

“It’ll take your work to places 
you have never dreamed of.”

The Nick Agar Signature Series includes custom designed accessories, 
some developed exclusively with Nick Agar by King Arthur s̓ Tools®.   
New crossover accessories expand the capabilities of
Merlin2®   and add nearly 50 disc choices.
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you have never dreamed of.”

“It’ll take your work to places 
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The next time you need to 
clamp an area that’s out 
of the reach of your clamp 
jaws, such as gluing a patch 
in a tabletop, try this: Place 
a dowel or triangular strip 
of wood near the edge of 
the workpiece to serve 
as a fulcrum, and place a 
protective clamping pad 
over the area to be clamped. 
Straddle the two with a 
stout beam, and then put 
clamp pressure on the 
stick on the inward side of 
the fulcrum as shown.
—Natalie Simmons, 
San Diego, California

Cantilevered 
clamping

Stout stick 
serves as beam.

Place clamping pad over 
area receiving patch.

Dowel serves as fulcrum 
for transferring pressure 
to end of beam.
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When making dado head shims, I’ve found that 
drilling a 5⁄8" hole with a twist drill in a piece of 
thin sheet metal can be tricky, as the stock wants 
to spin and distort. The solution is to sandwich 
the metal between two pieces of hardwood 
plywood scrap, and then clamp the sandwich to 
the drill press table. The package secures the 
metal and provides back-up for a clean cut.
—Dan Martin, Galena, Ohio

Drilling sheet metal 
sandwich-style

CONCEALED 
HINGE JIG

CABINET
HARDWARE JIG

SHELF
PIN JIG

DRAWER 
SLIDE JIG

800.447.8638 | www.kregtool.com 

See our Hardware Installation 
Solutions in action at 
KREGTOOL.COM / HARDWARE

No need to sweat that last critical step.  Kreg® Hardware Installation 
Solutions give you reliability, repeatability and accuracy, so you get 
professional-quality results!

ADDING THE PERFECT FINAL 
TOUCH JUST BECAME EASY.

www.kregtool.com
KREG TOOL COMPANY    

The American Woodshop Is Sponsored By…

Your Woodworking Matters!™

Season 23 “Learning Tool Tips” 
has never been better. All Season 23 
projects are auctioned to help fund 
the FurnitureBank of Central Ohio 
and The Rio Grande Woodworking 
scholarship. All projects are perfect 
gift ideas to sell to fund charities 
and support programs with heart! 
It’s Tool Time!

Visit Scott & Suzy at wbgu.org/americanwoodshop
© 2016 Sylvan Tool Works, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Woodworking Legacies

Presenting…
Scott & Suzy – 

American Woodshop Auction 
for Scholarship & Friends 

Presents 13 TV shows of 
The American Woodshop

with Scott & Suzy Phillips
American Woodshop Returns for 2016

Your Woodworking Matters!

Season 23 “Learning Tool Tips”
has never been better. All 
projects are auctioned to help fund 
the 
and 
scholarship
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Share a Slick Tip. Win Cash or a Prize!
Tips & Tricks, Woodcraft  Magazine,
P.O. Box 7020, Parkersburg, WV 26102-7020 
or visit woodcraft magazine.com, and click on 
“Contact Us”. Important: Please include your 
phone number, as an editor may need to call 
you if your trick is considered for publicati on.
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Premium band sawmills from only $4397. Get your Free Info Kit.
info@NorwoodSawmills.com | 1-800-567-0404 EXT. 653


